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Participating in His Purpose

(Taken from a message preached at the Bible Tab-
ernacle on August 30, 2015.)

I sense the Lord wanting to encourage His
people. You know, I had some inclinations as to
where to go with it, and I just kept coming back to
the familiar Book of Ephesians. And, I'm just going
to go ahead and try to go through and hit the spots
that I feel like the Lord wants to emphasize.

In verse 3, chapter 1, “Praise be to the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us...” (NIV). What an awesome truth! It puts it in
the past tense. He’s not waiting to see how I do! He
has! There is something that’s real that’s coming
from heaven for us, to help us! And He’s already
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done it! It’s not a matter of waiting to see what we
do. This is God initiating something. Praise God!

“...Who has blessed us in the heavenly realms
with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose
us in him before the creation of the world to be holy
and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us
to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in
accordance with his pleasure and will”

And that adoption is more than what we think of
as adopting somebody into the family. This is bring-
ing somebody to a full-grown stature where He
can say, this is my son. Remember how He did that
with Jesus? “This is my...Son, in whom I am well
pleased” (KJV). Well, I believe that God’s purpose
is for everyone that He calls, to bring us to that
place. That’s hard for me to wrap my mind around.
Anybody else here?

That He could actually accomplish that kind of a
work in me! It's not something I can do. All I can do

is cast myself upon His provision. You could make a
nice sermon outline out of this. God’s purpose, and
God’s provision, and our participation. If you want
to have a little outline to hang these truths on, that
would be it.

Paul had this burning desire to share with God’s
people in the Church of Ephesus, and through
them all of us, this sense of seeing ourselves, not
just as muddling through, trying to somehow relate
to God, trying to “be a Christian,” whatever that
means, but seeing ourselves as part of something
that began in the heart of God before the world
ever existed. And it’s as certain as His power to
bring it to pass. Praise God!

And [ know it’s easy to say, I know we've heard
these things, but listen as you go along. Paul goes
on and talks about this. He says, “In love he pre-
destined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus

Continued on Page 2

Walk While Ye Have the Light

by Charles Sammis

(Editors note: This article was published in the
October-November-December 1989 issue of the
Midnight Cry Messenger.)

What is the import of the above admonition and
the solemn warning which the Saviour gives in con-
nection with it? “Lest darkness come upon you” We
have the tremendous solemnity of it brought before
us in the dying remarks of a man nearly eighty years
old. He took the following retrospect of the dealings
of God with his soul:

“When I was just entering my sixteenth year,
religious impressions were made on my mind with
unusual force. I seemed to hear a voice continu-
ally saying to me, ‘Seek religion now!” My former
amusements lost their relish. Still I was not willing
to renounce them wholly and obey the voice which
urged me to seek religion immediately.

“One day after much reflection, I deliberately
promised God that, as soon as the season of youth-

ful amusements was past, I would devote myself to
religious pursuits. My anxieties immediately left
me. [ returned to my amusements, and the whole
subject was soon forgotten.

“When I was twenty-five, the monitory voice
returned, reminded me of my promise and again
pressed upon me the importance of eternal things.
Though I had not thought of my promise for years,
I acknowledged its obligation. But an immediate
fulfillment seemed more impracticable than it had
nine years before. I vowed with increasing solem-
nity that, when the cares of a rising family should
subside, I would certainly attend to the concerns of
religion. Again I applied myself to worldly avoca-
tions, and soon buried all thoughts of the admoni-
tion I had received.

“At fifty, when the cares of my family were
dismissed, the heavenly monitor returned. ‘Fulfill

Continued on Page 3
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Editor’s Letter

Dear Saints,

Greetings to all in the wonderful name of Jesus!
Another June convention has come and gone. We
met June 22-25 in Lexington, South Carolina with
much blessing. There continues to be a wonderful
spirit of “family” in Christ. Although there are four
assemblies in 3 states, for all practical purposes,
we are one church that happens to meet in four
places. It is Christ who makes us one and He gets
the praise.

One of the themes that has come up a lot lately is
taken from Micah 6:8 where the prophet says, “He
has showed you, O man, what is good. And what
does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to
love mercy and to walk humbly with your God”

There is a simplicity in this scripture that I believe
the Lord wants us to get. We tend to complicate
the Christian walk in many ways. We make it about
organizations, church activities, doctrinal battles,
zealous ministry and the like. But anything that
does not flow directly from simply walking humbly
with our God is just empty religion.

Each true follower of Jesus is unique. Within the
great eternal purpose of God each has his or her
particular place and calling. That calling is carried
out in the context of particular times, places, and
circumstances.

Enoch is an interesting case. He lived several gen-
erations after Adam and before the flood. Twice in
Gen. 5:21-24 we are told simply that “Enoch walked
with God” He is honored among the so-called “he-
roes of faith” in Hebrews 11 for that fact alone.

We have no record that he ever did anything we
might consider heroic: no great battles won; no
great trials endured. And yet God demonstrated
through Enoch what He values most by allowing
him to bypass death. He simply went home with the
Lord one day! Just sharing the ordinary events of
his daily life in fellowship with the Lord was all God
required of him.

For approximately the first 480 years of his life
the same is said of Noah (Gen. 6:9). Then came the
time for judgment on a wicked world and “walk-
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Christ...” (NIV). Based on what? “...In accordance
with his pleasure and will” That’s the basis! Praise
God!

If you're struggling, thinking, “How could God
love me? Look what I've done, look at me,” it isn’t
based on that! It’s based upon His saving power,
His pleasure!

We think about pleasure, well, that’s a bad thing.
Well, I'll tell you, if you have pleasure based upon
the heart and the mind and the character of God,
it'’s the most awesome thing in the world!

David said, “In thy presence is fulness of joy; at
thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore”
(Psalm 16:11, KJV). God’s not against pleasure.
What He’s against is the destructive thing that hu-
man beings call pleasure that’s nothing more than
gratifying lust to their own destruction. But oh,
God loves pleasure!

And this is something that gives Him pleasure.
You think about that! For God to look down and to
see somebody who is in the gutter of sin, He doesn’t
look at that person in their need with disgust and
contempt! He’s saying, “Oh boy, look what I get to
do!” Think about that! Think about what he’s say-
ing, that He gets pleasure out of being able to take
somebody like that and lift them all the way to the
halls of heaven. Boy, I want to share His heart in
some of that, don’t you?

God, change our minds and our way of looking
at things! That’s what Paul is seeking to communi-
cate in this. He wants us to get so in harmony with

ing with God” became much less “ordinary”” It now
called for building a ship-sized boat to preserve his
family and representatives of air-breathing animals
so they could start over. It called for a lot of hard
work carrying out very specific instructions from
God while warning a no-doubt mocking world of
what was to come.

There are times and seasons in God’s kingdom.
There are times of planting and times of harvest-
ing, times of walking with God in the wilderness
and times of conquering the promised land. The
common denominator is to humbly walk with God,
seeking His will, and obeying it.

When we do that everything else in the way of
activity and ministry finds its proper place. Any-
thing we do that is a product of human endeavor
amounts to nothing. Whatever Christ does through
his body the church will last forever. More than
ever it is a time to walk humbly with our God.

Till next time may God’s rich blessings be yours.

Your brother in Christ,
Phil Enlow

God’s purpose and His provision that we can be
participants! That’s kind of where he’s going with it.

All right, praise God! “...To the praise of his
glorious grace..” (NIV), which again, gives us how
this all happens. It all comes with divine power and
energy that comes from heaven! When we come to
the end, we're going to say, man, that was awesome!
Lord, look what You did! Every bit of this came
from You and You allowed me to share in it! Praise
God! I can't begin to even think about anything in
me that got me here! Lord, it’s You and I praise You!
Praise You for Your grace, Lord!

“...Which he has freely given us in the One
he loves. In him...” Christ! “...We have redemp-
tion through his blood, the forgiveness of sins ...”
Anybody here got a way of getting rid if your sins? I
don't either. I need Somebody who bore my sins on
that tree—every single one of them! That is my only
hope! Praise God!

And what a perfect hope it is! How could we
possibly stand if we didn’t understand what He has
done? Long before we got here, everything that we
stand in need of, He’s already provided, hasn’t He?

“...The forgiveness of sins, in accordance with
the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us...”
I mean, even using a word like “lavish”! Okay, I see
your need, I'll sprinkle a little grace...no! This is the
outpouring of His heart! Seeing the greatness of the
need....

And remember that grace is greater than sin?

Do you remember that passage? You see how these
themes come from everywhere in Paul’s writings!
Oh, yes, sin is a terrible thing! Satan’s power is a
terrible thing. But grace is greater—grace is always
greater! Thank God!

“...He lavished on us with all wisdom and un-
derstanding” And I never really paid any attention
to that particular phrase, but I wonder why that’s
in there? I'll tell you, we've got a God who knows
how to do the thing that He has purposed from all
eternity to do. We are ones who want to jump in
and muddy the water, fix things. God knows how
and when and where to do what He wants to do in
individual lives.

And I need — and I imagine there’s one or two
others here that may need this — to learn how to
move with Him, learning how to be participants in
what He is doing instead of trying to get stuff done
that we think ought to be done! God knows how to
dispense grace, how to time things out, so He can
deal with the heart, bring them to the place where
they sense their need, they know they need God,
and suddenly He’s able to reveal something that
would have been meaningless until they got to that
point!

There’s a wisdom there that’s beyond anything

Continued on Page 7
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we can imagine, that knows the depths of human
hearts and human need, knows how and when

to do things, when to come, when to ride to the
rescue. Do you ever watch somebody and you say,
God, why don’t You do something? Look at this
mess! That’s human thinking. God knew about that
mess before the world was! God knows how and
when to bring about the circumstances to fix that
mess! And we do have a part to play, but not in
human wisdom! Thank God for His wisdom! All of
this plays such a rich part in the picture that’s being
painted for us.

“And he made known to us the mystery of his
will according to his good pleasure..” There’s that
word “pleasure” again. “...Which he purposed in
Christ, to be put into effect when the times will
have reached their fulfillment” He’s describing
something that was conceived in eternity. There’s
an outworking and there’s a climax that’s coming.
There is a climax to all this that He has purposed
and it’s going to come when he says, He’s going, “...
to bring all things in heaven and on earth together
under one head, even Christ”

Man, won'’t that be awesome? All evil banished
forever! All suffering, all sorrow, all weakness,
everything that’s wrong with this world is going to
be gone, and He’s going to do it all. And He planned
all this. He knew what it was going to take. Oh, I'll
tell you, it’s amazing when you look at the price that
was paid through Jesus Christ for our sins. We talk
about it and we can get emotional about it, but I'll
tell you, one glimpse of that place and it’s suddenly
going to dawn on us the greatness of what He’s
done. I pray that God will make it more and more
real to us here. And that’s what Paul is seeking to
communicate, somehow.

“In him...” Now he’s talking about the grand
purpose. Now he says, “In him we were...” So now
he gets it down to the people. “...We were also cho-
sen, having been predestined according to...” our
worthiness and our — wait a minute. “...According
to the plan of him who works out everything in
conformity with the purpose of his will, in order
that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might
be for the praise of his glory”

Can anybody think of an awesome parallel pas-
sage to this? “And we know that in all things God
works for the good of those who love him, who
have been called according to his purpose. For
those God foreknew he also predestined to be con-
formed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be
the firstborn among many brothers. And those he
predestined, he also called; those he called, he also
justified; those he justified, he also glorified. What,

then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for
us, who can be against us?” Romans 8:28-31.

Does that sound like he’s saying basically the
same thing as he is in the 1st chapter of Ephesians?
He’s talking about His purpose and where He’s go-
ing with it. Oh, God help us to understand where
He’s going with this so that we can be participants
and not just simply along for the ride, and kind of
muddling through, lost in what’s going on in this
world.

I believe that’s what God is seeking to do to wake
His people up, because He’s getting ready to wind
this thing up. I don’t know the time frame, and don’t
know everything that’s going to happen, but I know
that it’s going to get dark. I know that we’re going
to have to have a living faith. We're going to have to
be people who know their God, and know how to
participate in something that He started back here,
and he’s carried it out, He brought it to the cross
and now it’s come down to us, and He’s going to
finish the work that He began. Praise God!

All right. “...In order that we, who were the first
to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his
glory” Now he brings the eternal process, this
eternal deal down into the timeline of history. And
what he’s saying applied to the Ephesian believers,
and then it applies to everyone who hears His voice
and His call today.

“And you also were included in Christ..” When?
“...When you heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation. Having believed...” So this is a
revelation, this is a confrontation between you and
God, where He wins and you lose, except that we
win by losing. Praise God!

But this is something where we suddenly are able
to see the truth about ourselves, the truth about
Christ, the truth about His purpose, and we sur-
render and we put our faith in Christ. And now,
something that was conceived in eternity comes to
pass, and our lives become functionally, physically
and spiritually a part of it.

“You also were included in Christ when you
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salva-
tion. Having believed, you were marked in him
with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit...” I'll tell you,
when we're truly born of God, there is a difference
down inside. It doesn’t mean everything goes away,
every battle is over, by a long shot. But there is a
real birth that happens. Without that, we're nothing
but religious. I'll tell you, we need Christ, we need
the Spirit of God to reside in our hearts, that brand
new life that’s born. That’s the one that’s going to
live forever.

“You were marked in him with a seal, the prom-
ised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our
inheritance until the redemption of those who are
God’s possession—to the praise of his glory” Now,

what is he talking about there? The “redemption,’
the “purchased possession”? Do you know that
from other Scriptures? What’s that about? We have
the Spirit, until what? It’s not that He takes away
the Spirit. There is a deposit guaranteeing what He
is going to accomplish in us until the redemption.
What is that?

That’s the redemption of our body. That’s when
every part of our being is fully transformed and
there is not so much as an atom of sin left, and
resistance to the will of God. Praise God! That’s
what’s coming! That’s the hope of the Gospel! It’s
that by His power and because of His purpose and
His pleasure, all of these things come to pass. Praise
God!

“For this reason...” Because of all the stuff that
he’s just tried to express and put into words. “For
this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in
the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, I have
not stopped giving thanks for you...”

There’s something coming into this, isn't there? “I
have not stopped giving thanks for you, remember-
ing you in my prayers. I keep asking that the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may
give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that
you may know him better”” Does that sound like last
week, a little bit?

Yeah. But notice this dimension. Paul understood
something. He understood that spiritual knowledge
does not come because somebody is able to stand
up and explain it properly. Do we understand that?
How many times do you try to get somebody to see
something, and they can’t? Why? Because human
beings cannot understand the things of God!

In fact, Paul says elsewhere, they are foolishness
to him! They are spiritually discerned! Man, in his
wisdom, the wisest men upon the planet do not
have the power to discover the things of God! You
could be a student of this Book, and I believe it’s
the Word of God, but you could be a student of this
Book from now ‘til doomsday, devote every waking
moment to try to study it and discern its meaning,
and if God does not open the heart and the mind,
you will know nothing of eternal consequence.

A little child, that God opens their heart and their
understanding can put their faith in Jesus and be
saved for eternity! See, Paul understands that the
need of the people to get what he’s talking about is
not a product of proper explanation. It’s a product
of God revealing it to the heart!

But notice the connection of how this happens!
And this is really central, I believe, to what God is
trying to tell me, what God is trying to tell every
one of us. And it’s one of the major keys to our par-
ticipation in God’s eternal purpose! Paul did not, as
[ say, feel just that he could explain this and it would

Continued on Page 4
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accomplish the purpose. He says, I pray! Because

I know you will never get this unless God does it
supernaturally in your heart. And so, I realize that
the best thing I can do is to be a part of His purpose
by praying, “Oh God, open hearts, open minds!”

Do you see this participation? How did he partici-
pate? Yes, he did expound the truth, but he under-
stood, I've got to pray. I've got to become a channel
of spiritual Life in prayer so that God can move
through my prayers to touch somebody else’s heart
and open their hearts and their minds. Does that
lend a different dimension to some of this as to how
God does stuff? Oh my!

You know, you can go in two ditches. And people
go in a lot more than that. But one is to look at this
awesome truth about the sovereignty of God, and
just know that somehow, some way, this great, awe-
some God, who's way off somewhere is going to do
it all! And I get to just sort of expound that truth,
and believe it, and rejoice in it, and just basically
muddle through life and wait for somehow, magi-
cally everything to happen.

Or, I can jump in the other ditch, and man, I can
go 100 miles an hour, trying to somehow bring
about the purpose of God, and it’s all me doing it, or
I'm relying upon my will and my strength, and my
this and my that, and my understanding, my ability
to study the Bible.

Oh, I'll tell you, there’s a simplicity that I believe
God wants to bring us to, where we learn how to
come to that place where, in our heart of hearts,
there’s an understanding of the place we occupy.
We feel, when the Devil talks to us like we're down
here: “Under the circumstances, 'm doing okay”
Well, we're not supposed to be “under” the circum-
stances.

And I understand that there are times when, in
one sense, we are. There are battles being fought.
They are real. But at the same time, God longs for
His people to know in their heart of hearts that “I
am a child of the King, the One who is greater than
all is in me”” (I'm jumping ahead here.) And I am not
down here powerless. I am part of something that
is eternal. Not only can I experience His victory in
increasing measure — it’s a process, I get it — but I
can become a vessel through whom divine Life can
flow to situations that are humanly impossible, but
that are part of what God has determined to happen
before the foundation of the world.

God has this incredible purpose. But the out-
working of His purpose involves you and it involves
me. And I'll tell you, we can sit here and sleep, and
there are things that God longs to do and He has
got to first wake His people up in order to do them.

And so Paul is not content to just explain it, is he?
“I keep asking!”

Notice that his prayer is pretty specific, isn’t it?
This is not, oh God, bless the church! This is, I see a
particular need and this is going to be a request of
mine before God. I am going to keep asking. God,

[ get it! I know that no matter how well I explain
it, they will not get it unless You open their hearts.
That’s certainly my job to pray that, but Ill tell you,
you can pray it, too.

God, I don't get these things like I know You
want me to. Lord, open my understanding! I want
to know You. I want to understand. I want to be a
participant in what You're doing. But Lord, I see
others that I know that I can reach up to You and
make a difference in their life, not by trying to get in
their face and fix them, but by going to the Throne
of Grace with something specific and saying, God,
there’s a need, and I'm going to stand in faith and
bring this need before You because You're the only
One that can fix it.

“I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit
of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know
him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart
may be enlightened..” That's what we need, isn’t
it? “...May be enlightened in order that you may
know the hope to which he has called you, the
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and
his incomparably great power...” Does anybody
here need to have a greater apprehension of God’s
power?

Well, here’s where it starts. We have got to go
back to the foundation and see the incredible dem-
onstration of God’s power in action where it mat-
tered most, and that was the death and resurrection
of His Son, because everything funnels right back
into that. That’s the heart of His plan. Everything
flows through and out of that into eternity. And
what you and I need this morning was demonstrat-
ed by what He did in that event.

So I want you to know, “...his incomparably great
power for us who believe. That power is like the
working of his mighty strength, which he exerted
in Christ when he raised him from the dead and
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms,
far above all rule and authority, power and domin-
ion, and every title that can be given, not only in the
present age but also in the one to come. And God
placed all things under his feet and appointed him
to be head over everything for the church...” and so
forth.

I'm going to to that in a second. But I'll tell you, if
you and I are going to succeed in the Christian life,
in the world in which we live, it’s going to start with
the recognition that He is head! He is head. He is
Lord!

The church in America, what there is of it that’s
real, has gone to sleep! And there’s a cry going out.
The bridegroom is coming! Wake up! I'm not done
with what I'm doing in the earth, but My purpose
and My plan is not for you to sit there, slumber
through life while I magically do everything! I want
to involve you! You are participants in My plan!

So you see, you follow this Book through and you
will see how Paul develops this. There’s so much to
this, I have to skate over the surface, in a sense. He
talks about how we came out of being dead in sins
and completely engulfed in a world ruled by devils,
but how God, because of Christ, lifted us up, not
just up, but all the way to a throne, a place of bless-
ing, a place of power, a place of authority!

Do you see yourselves as in a place of authority,
today? That takes a revelation, because we don't feel
like it. It doesn't look like it. But I'll tell you, you get
in a situation like Michael experienced last night
and you realize, it’s a battle. It’s a real battle. But
we do, in Christ, have the upper hand! We operate
from a position of power and strength and ability
that comes from heaven! So long as we don’t put
our faith in that, we just react with fear and all of
those things, we'll sit there and be “oh, poor me,’
when Jesus has won it all.

So, Paul continues to encourage. He talks about
all the awesome provision of Christ that we talk
about so many times in chapter 3. “Now to him who
is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask
or imagine, according to his power that is at work
within us, to him be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus throughout all generations” (NIV).

Then he begins to unfold our participation. That’s
where he goes into the operation of the Body of
Christ, the fact that we do share a life. We are inter-
related...that the growing up into Him in all things
has everything to do with life coming from you,
to him, to her, to everybody else. There’s Life that
I have because I'm connected with Him! He has em-
powered me with the means of helping somebody
else, Life flowing through! Every member of the
body of Christ participates in that process—every
single one!

So we grow up and, of course, he gets into a
personal part, because we can’t just sort of live in
sin and expect to participate in this. God means
for that transformation to begin in us, and so he
exhorts people to put their trust in Him, to rise up
and to take hold of the new Life! That’s part of the
process, obviously, that we are children of light be-
cause He’s made us that way, and we need to learn
to live that way. So he has a whole section that he
gets into on that truth.

Chapter 5, verse 8, “For you were once darkness,
but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of

Continued on Page S
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light” If we could ever wrap our brains around the
fact that we really can do this, it would make a dif-
ference. It takes God opening the heart to say, wait a
minute, Devil, I don’t have to listen to you. Flesh, I do
not have to listen to you. I can trust God, and there
are going to be battles, yes, but I am the one with

the upper hand—I have the upper hand here. Devil,

[ have power that comes from heaven that has the
power to make you leave, to make you give up, and
to make your hold disappear! Praise God!

I'm not going to try to go through all of these
things, but you see how he’s unfolding this. You
start with the plan and the purpose of how God has
brought us in, and what He’s brought us out of, and
what He’s brought us to in the Body of Christ, and
then we learn, how do I participate? I learn to yield
to Him. I learn to live like I'm part of this.

Is your life lived in the light of God’s purpose?
You see, there’s a wisdom in this world, but the wis-
dom of this world is geared to the lusts, the blind-
ness of this world. This world is what it’s all about.
Get all you can get. Live to please yourself. Be all
you can be—all of those kinds of things.

I'll tell you what, we need God to wash out our
minds, renew them and teach us how to think,
teach us how to see what this world is really about,
what God is doing, so we can be part of it. God has
not called anybody here to be a spectator, not the
first person! I get it that you come and you listen to
somebody talk! But God has not called you to be a
spectator! He wants you and me and every one of us
to be a participant in His purpose!

He’s made every provision for that, the purpose,
the provision and our participation. So he gets into
our relationships and how we live out this life that
we've been given. Of course, then you get down to
the chapter 6, and you realize this is not lived out in
a vacuum, is it? We have enemies. The enemies are
real.

Verse 10 of chapter 6, “Finally, be strong in the
Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor
of God so that you can take your stand against
the devil’'s schemes” Now, how can we stand? His
power, not ours! His provision, so that we can take
our stand, you see?

The “...full armor of God so that you can take
your stand against the devil's schemes. For our
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly realms”

You know, I appreciate so much the emphasis in
this movie [War Room] about what the real battle
is, because, it presents a couple that are battling.

One of them had to come to a realization that her
battle was not against her husband. She had to be
wakened up to the reality that she had to fight her
real enemy and you don't fight him by fighting her
husband. You get in the closet and you do battle
with him! And you let God do what only God can
do! Boy, just about every couple that gets married
goes to work on one another in some way or other.
I was expecting this and you're not that, you know.
God, deliver us!

God, help us to realize the supernatural charac-
teristic of the Kingdom of God! Jesus said, “I will
build my church?” That gets right down to the nitty-
gritty of your life and mine. It’s His job to do it, but
He does call for our participation! We participate
by praying, by cooperating in our own spirits!

That was another emphasis that I really appreci-
ated that one of the main characters in this movie
had to first realize her own need. She had to repent
from trying to fix the situation, saying, “Lord, I give
up. Lord, 'm yours. I surrender. I'm going to do it
your way. Lord, I know that this is something you
only can do”” Ob, if we understood what salvation
is about, we'd know that it is a supernatural work of
God!

I realize people have been saved by all kinds of
soul winning efforts that have employed formulas,
and they have been saved in spite of it, because God
was at work with the heart! But you cannot produce
a formula that will produce a Christian! It is a work
of God concerning somebody that God has fore-
seen from the beginning of the world.

He institutes the means to confront their hearts
and turn their hearts to faith, and it takes a super-
natural work of God in the heart. The things that
you and I see, the needs that we experience in our-
selves, the needs we see in others, God is the only
one that can fix them! And He can!

But He wants us to learn how to be participants
in what He is doing in the world. So, first of all, of
course, it says, “Therefore put on the full armor of
God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may
be able to stand your ground, and after you have
done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the
belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the
breastplate of righteousness....” I need the righ-
teousness that I didn’t provide. God provided one. I
could never do it. I need to believe in it and trust in
it with all of my heart. Praise God!

“...The breastplate of righteousness in place, and
with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes
from the gospel of peace” I have taken my stand in
a place and I have peace with God. “In addition to
all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you
can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil
one” I'll tell you sometimes we listen and we reason
with the devil, and he talks and he presses, and our

faith kind of just....

God says, wait a minute. My truth does not
change because of the devil’s reasonings and his
lies. My truth is the truth! You take your stand upon
it whether you feel it, whether you see it! God hon-
ors faith in His promises and His Word. Praise God!

“...The shield of faith, with which you can extin-
guish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take
the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God.” Now isn't it interesting
that he brings this in. “And pray in the Spirit...”
Now where does the energy come from?

This isn't saying prayers. This is a real spiritual
activity. This is something that heaven energizes so
that it goes out and accomplishes something eter-
nal. Anybody here need to learn a little bit about
that?

I sure do. But I sense God is longing to teach us
how to participate in things that are eternal that
He longs to do. There are things that we can’t even
believe He can do, that He can do if we will just rise
up and step into what He’s talking about.

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all
kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be
alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.
Do you see the place of prayer in all of this? Yeah,

I cooperate. [ learn. I do all these things, but when
it comes to accomplishing something, I'm going to
pray.

I remember listening to Charles Stanley. I've had
the pleasure of meeting him several times. But he
spoke at the convention that we went to several
years ago, and the theme of his message, I need
to go back to. There was something he learned
throughout his life that whenever there was a
spiritual battle going on, what he needed to do was
not to go confront the situation, it was to go into his
closet and fight the battle in the closet. Many times
there were things going on in the church, there
were controversies, there was something going on
and he would just go in and prostrate himself before
the Lord and pray and pray, and he'd come out and
God had worked.

That’s too simple. I want to fix it. But there’s
a truth in that. I'll tell you, it’s something that I
wish I had learned better when I preached it, but I
remember, years ago, that the Lord gave me a mes-
sage called “God’s Firemen” Anybody remember
that? You know, the illustration of a fireman: when
you break it down what a fireman does, it’s kind of a
simple thing. He’s got a fire over there and he’s got a
source of water over here. His job is to connect the
two.

Now he can wave his hose around and it won’t
do a bit of good. It might look real impressive, but
unless he is connected to a source of water under

Continued on Page 6
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pressure, it isn’t going to accomplish anything. But
even if he’s connected to that, and he’s just wav-
ing it around, that isn’t going to do anything either.
You see, what needs to happen is to be connected
to that source and then to take that hose and put it
where it needs to be.

This is, I believe, as much as anything the Lord
wants to emphasize today. This is how we partici-
pate. Yes, I believe God needs to give us a deeper
revelation of His purpose and His provision so that

we will understand our place in the scheme of things.

We will know that we are up here, not down there.

But also, that we have the privilege of getting to
know Him in a way where He can show us a need
and we can learn, instead of trying to fix it, to go
into the closet and be specific and say, God, I am
standing in faith. God, You are the only one that
can deal with this situation. You are the only one
that can deal with the heart! And God, I am bring-
ing this to the Throne, in faith, because I know that
this has got to be Your work!

That’s my place! That’s how I participate! There
are needs to be met. There are devils that need to
be driven off! You know, when Jesus said He was
going to build His Church, what else did He say? “...
The gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (KJV).
The gates of hell represent Satan’s attempts, what-
ever he erects to keep his prisoners in. I don’t have
the power to breach that! But Jesus Christ is Head
over everything to the church!

We have the privilege of going to the very throne
room of heaven and seeing God take divine life and
divine influence! This is how He has ordained to do
it! He’s ordained that we participate in this. He’s not
going to do this without us. He’s going to raise up
those through whom he can dispense His Life. We
become channels just like the hose, or the fireman.
We become channels of life that comes from heaven
and goes to a situation that only God can fix. Do you
see what God is trying to say through all of this?

Where is he going with this? Let me bring in a
Scripture that will relate to this in 1st Corinthians
15, one we've heard before. Paul talks about the
end, the consummation, when He’s going to bring
everything under the headship of Christ. So, Paul
talks about the consummation when everybody is
going to be raised in Him.

It says, “Then the end will come...” (NIV). When
He comes, those who belong to Him, that’s the
transformation, that’s when our bodies will be re-
deemed, that’s when everything will be transformed
in a moment. It says that later in this passage.

“Then the end will come, when he hands over the
kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed

all dominion, authority and power. For he must
reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet”

Now do you see what the picture is between
the cross, when he declared it was finished, and
the resurrection, and this consummation that he
talks about? He’s reigning—He’s reigning. There is
authority being dispensed from heaven to accom-
plish this eternal purpose. But yet, God wants to
dispense that power through people who will join
with His purpose and become so united with it that
He can dispense what happens through them.

It’s a lot to wrap our mind around, but there’s
a simplicity that I pray God will make real. Only
God can make this real to our hearts. “For he must
reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet”
Obviously, he’s talking about now. This is the world
we live in! He’s got enemies! But, remember the
things that Brother Thomas used to preach. This is
a reality.

What does it mean for the enemies to be put
under His feet? Are they not already there? In one
sense they are. But since he has become connected
to a Body, of which we are a part, until all those
enemies are under our feet ... do you see what'’s
happening? God is longing for the victory that was
won on behalf of the Head — the life is in Him — to
begin to flow, more fully, down into the Body so
that we can step into, in a practical sense, the victo-
ries that He has won.

Not only that, we can become channels of life to
see victories in other people. God longs for us to
understand the power, and that we have the privi-
lege of receiving it, benefiting from it and exercising
it. Only God can make this real. I just pray that He
will. He has put everything under His feet.

I'm in verse 26, for anyone trying to follow, chap-
ter 15. “The last enemy to be destroyed is death.”
When is death destroyed? When he comes. Boy,
that makes your eschatology about the way this
world ends really simple. He reigns from the cross
until He comes. When he comes, it’s over! The last
enemy is destroyed. There’s nothing after that.

Now when he says, “For he has put everything
under his feet. Now when it says that everything
has been put under him, it is clear that this does
not include God himself, who put everything under
Christ. When he has done this, then the Son him-
self will be made subject to him who put everything
under him, so that God may be all in all”

So, do you see where we're at? History is winding
down to a close. God is longing to wake up His peo-
ple to realize what is happening, to realize that His
purpose is still being unfolded in our lives, in the
lives of others, and He longs for us to understand
His purpose in a greater measure, to understand
His provision for you and for me and for people
we're concerned about in a greater way. But not

just to sit there and say, oh God, somehow, some
way. Lord, help me to be a participant in absolutely
dispensing the power of heaven to change lives. Do
you believe we have that power, that place in Him?
Do you believe He can teach us?

I'm not there either. But, I believe with all my
heart, God can take people just like us and teach
us how to be participants in the eternal purpose of
God. I'll tell you, we’re going to stand there on that
day and we're going to know that all the power, all
the virtue came from heaven. All that qualified us to
be part of that came from heaven. We just surren-
dered and trusted in His provision.

But oh, what a privilege it is! Not just to sit there
and say, oh God, [ admire You, look at what You're
doing, but to say, I have the privilege of being a part
of it. God wants to minister to the situation. He
wants me to become a channel to make a difference
in that. I can go into a closet or wherever, and I can
bring that request to Him in faith and I can stand in
faith and I can see God work, to do things I could
never begin to do.

[ feel, in one sense, my weakness and my inability
to even begin to wrap my own mind around this,
but I know it’s real. I sense what God is trying to
say. I just pray that God will help us. To the extent
you and I don’t understand, let’s cry out and say,
God, I want the revelation. I want You to open my
understanding.

Paul prayed that for those people. I can pray that
for me, too, but I can pray that for every one I sit
around, everyone I'm part of the Body of Christ
with. [ can pray, God, open our eyes to see what
God is doing, what He’s given us and what our place
is. And I'll tell you, we can be an active participant
in the Kingdom of God in ways that we have not
dreamed. Do you think this is real?

You think we need Him to help us to get there?
No question about it. We need Him. But I'll tell you,
He is, “...the author and finisher of our faith” (KJV).
God is not Indiana Jones trying to make it up as He
goes along. This plan was conceived, provided for
and made certain before He ever created the world.
He just allows us to be a part of it because, that’s
the thing that gives Him the most pleasure, to take
people like us and make sons and daughters of His
to enjoy eternity with Him. Praise God!

Do you want to live for something else? Go for it.
You're not going to like the end. But I'll tell you, you
give your heart to Him, you're going to have battles
here, but it'll be worth it all when we see Jesus.
Praise God!

Visit Midnight Cry Ministries on the web:
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your promise; seek religion now!” was continu-

ally pressed upon my mind. The subject made me
unhappy. But after much deliberation, I sought
relief to my troubled feelings by solemnly renewing
my promise to God. I said, “When the pressure of
business is past, [ will devote my whole attention to
a preparation for eternity’

“No sooner had I fixed my mind on this course
than my anxieties left me. The strivings of the Spirit
ceased, and ceased forever. When sickness warned
me of approaching death. I sought to fix my feelings
on this subject; but it was in vain. I felt that I was
forsaken of God, but it did not move me. I had no
love to God, no repentance for sin, no wish to for-
sake it. I felt nothing but the solemn gloom of de-
spair. I knew I was in the hands of a justly offended
God from whom I expected no mercy, and could
ask none. With these feelings, [ am about to enter
the eternal world. To you I can only say, Profit by
my example. ‘Quench not the Spirit. Seek religion
now if you would avoid a miserable eternity. Put not
off the concerns of your soul”

The one who relates this incident says, “The sen-
tence died upon his lips. He fell back upon his bed
and, with a groan that seemed to speak the pains of
another world, his immortal spirit took its flight to
the presence of his final judge to receive at His hand
according to the deeds done in the body”

This account illustrates how gross can be the
darkness of the soul that does not walk while there
is light. It is a favored occasion when the Spirit
of God strives with the heart. Then, how near is
heaven and eternal life! Yet how great is the danger
that attends such an occasion! It is then that the
tempter exerts himself to the utmost to present sin
and a life of selfishness in the most attractive form,
and the way of the cross as a way to be despised and
shunned. To heed the seductions of Satan at such a
time, and put off the decision for God until later, is
to run the risk of losing one’s soul. And to yield to
the pleadings of the divine Spirit is to find forgive-
ness and reconciliation with God.

It is said that at a time of great religious interest
in a town in New England, three young men, who
were exceedingly depraved, made sport of the work
of God. On one occasion, when the Holy Ghost
seemed to fill the place where they were trifling,
and numbers were burdened with sin and anxious
to know what they should do to be saved, an arrow
from the Almighty, entering the heart of one of
these young men, put an end to his mirth.

His countenance immediately changed; a sense
of his amazing guilt filled him with indescribable

Continued on Page 8
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Delivered From Demons, by C. Parker Thomas
The story of a young girl’s deliverance from demon possession and also a collection of a number of other articles relating to
Satan’s kingdom and activity, specially as it relates to the end of this present age. Suggested Price - $6.50.

Does God Speak To You? by C. Parker Thomas

This booklet is composed of a wonderful series of articles published in the Midnight Cry Messenger during 1979. In this time
of great spiritual darkness and deception what are the various ways in which He speaks and how can we learn to recognize His
voice and respond? Suggested Price - $3.50.

Examine Yourselves, By Phil Enlow

Paul said to “examine yourselves” There must be a way to do that. Can you say with Paul, “I know whom I have believed, and
am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day” 2 Tim 1:12. Suggested Price - $7.50
The Gospel, By Phil Enlow

What is the gospel? Everyone thinks they know--but do they? In this day of watered-down “easy-believism” it is critical to
know what real salvation is. What was the gospel that Paul preached? Suggested Price - $3.00
How Do You Know You Are Right? By Phil Enlow

A spiritual challenge. A study of spiritual knowledge and how it is acquired. This is an area of critical importance in this hour
of spiritual darkness and deception. We cannot afford to blindly rest in tradition. Suggested Price - $4.00
Immortality, By Phil Enlow

What does the Bible teach about immortality, the future of unbelievers, the future of God’s people? From the eight-part
series in the MCM. Suggested Price - $5.00.
The Keys of the Kingdom, by C. Parker Thomas

A clear study of the keys as they apply to us in today’s world. Suggested Price - $3.00.

Light in This Present Darkness, by Phil Enlow
From the series in MCM. Message for God’s Remnant in the earth regarding the present hour of darkness. Suggested Price -
$7.00.

Lying Signs and Wonders, by C. Parker Thomas
A collection of articles concerning the end of the age exposing much deception as well as giving forth important truth
needed by those who would be prepared for Christ’s soon return. Suggested Price - $7.00.

The Midnight Cry, by C. Parker Thomas
Contains two articles that set forth the truths concerning the midnight cry: what is it? who hears it? who makes it? what is its
significance for us. A must for people who would understand this ministry. Suggested Price - $1.00

Sex and Marriage in the Light of God’s Word, by C. Parker Thomas
From a series of articles covering a whole range of scriptural and practical truth designed to help God’s people in this impor-
tant area. Suggested Price - $7.00.

Sudden Death Overtime, by Phil Enlow

From the series published beginning in 2001. A look at our world and its prospects through biblical “glasses” What can we
learn from history? What lies in our future? Why is the world like it is? Things every Christian should know. Suggested Price -
$7.00.

The Sure Foundation, by C. Parker Thomas
A collection of four articles published in the early 1980’s on the important subject of the foundation believers have in Christ.
Suggested Price - $4.00.

Tongues: My Testimony, by C. Parker Thomas

Contains the article by the same name as well as an article entitled “Tongues Should be Tested” by Gerald McGraw in which
he recounts lessons learned from testing to discover the spirit enabling someone to speak in tongues. Startling! Suggested price
- $3.00

What About Genesis? by Phil Enlow
How should we understand the Genesis accounts of the creation and the flood? Can a simple historical understanding of
these accounts be defended in this age of scientific skepticism? Does it matter? Suggested Price - $4.00.

What Does Deception Look Like? by Phil Enlow
Recognizing spiritual deception at the end of the age. What are its characteristics? Satan is waging all-out war and his chief
weapon is the lie. As never before believers need to be grounded in bedrock truth. Suggested Price - $9.95.

Your Adversary, By C. Parker Thomas

Awhile back, while looking through some of our oldest issues of the MCM, we uncovered this timely gem, published in
about 1960! There is a simple directness and clarity in this teaching that will help anyone who desires to walk with the Lord and
overcome in this hour. Suggested Price - $2.50.

Note: The prices listed above are suggested with the thought in mind of simply covering the costs of printing and mailing these
materials. It is not our intention to become “book-sellers,” selling books for profit. Our desire is to get out truth that can help set
God's people free in this critical hour. Please write to us at:

Midnight Cry Messenger
P.O. Box 685
Southern Pines, NC 28388 USA
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anguish. He broke away from his companions and
at the close of the meeting, retired to his habitation,
not to trifle, but to cry for mercy. Sleep departed
from him. Trembling and astonished, he sighed
and prayed and asked in bitterness of spirit, “What
shall I do to be saved?” The language of his heart
was “Oh my sins, my sins! Can one so guilty as I be
pardoned?”

Some hours after, so the account goes, he was en-
abled to ease his burdened soul upon the mercy of an
infinite Redeemer. He found peace in believing. The
tempest was now past — he was reconciled to God.
When the light came to his conscience, he feared to
extinguish it. Yielding to the convictions brought to
him by the Spirit of grace, he was saved. This is uni-
versally true — light rejected leads to darkness.

A New England minister, many years ago, related
an instance illustrating this truth. “A young lady,’
he said, “was once awakened by the Holy Spirit
and brought to contemplate seriously her interests
for eternity. She saw herself justly condemned as a
transgressor of the divine law, and knew that she
ought to flee to Christ as her only refuge. Con-
science, together with the Word of the Spirit of
God, urged her to repent immediately and submit
to the authority of Jesus.

“She was brought, apparently, to stand upon the
very threshold of God’s spiritual kingdom, and
seemed just ready to enter. The Spirit called, urged
and pressed upon her His claims; but still the work
was not done. At length the blessed Spirit was
grieved and withdrew His influence. She went back
to the world, became a thoughtless, trifling, sinner
and could sport upon the very brink of eternal
burnings.

“One day, this minister continues, “while I was
conversing with a family in the discharge of my pas-
toral duties, a messenger entered the room in haste
and requested me to go to a neighboring house to

pray with a young woman who was apparently dy-
ing. And on entering the room, I witnessed a scene
which, while reason remains, I can never forget,
and which I have no power adequately to describe.

“The young lady, just mentioned, was there
prostrated upon a bed of languishment. And to all
appearance she was soon to enter the retributions
of another world. Her affrighted looks, her agitated
frame, her piteous cries, were enough to make us
feel how fearful it is for a sinner to fall, unpardoned,
into the hands of the Living God.

“I approached the bed and attempted to point her
to Jesus, the sinner’s Friend, but to no purpose. A
cloud covered her mind, and an agony of distress
filled her agitated bosom. To drink of the wrath of
God, to feel the gnawings of the worm that never
dies, were overwhelming to her despairing soul.

I prayed with her, but she found no peace. And I
was obligated to leave her without seeing one ray
of light dart through that oppressive gloom which
hung so heavily upon her depressed spirit.”

Jesus said, “Yet a little while is the light with you.
Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come
upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth
not whither he goeth” These words are as solemn
and as fraught with warning as any to be found in
Holy Writ.

A more tragic spectacle cannot be imagined than
that of a soul stumbling upon “the dark moun-
tains,” without light, and knowing not whither he is
bound. To walk while the light of the divine Spirit
fills the conscience and heart is to walk surely —
in the path that shines “more and more unto that
perfect day”
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