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Afflictions of the Righteous
by C. Parker Thomas

Psalms 34:19 says, “Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the 
Lord delivereth them out of them all.”

There are many words in the Old and New Testaments that refer to 
various types of trouble in this world that man has to go through. In 
John 16:33, Jesus said, “... In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer; I have overcome the world.”

Job 14:1 says, “Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of 
trouble.”

It is significant that the words, afflictions, trouble, tribulation, etc., of-
ten comes from one and the same word in the Greek and Hebrew texts. 
For example, the Hebrew word oni (pronounced on-ee), often translated 
affliction in the Old Testament, means depression, misery, trouble.

The most prominent Greek word, thlipsis, used for affliction in the 
New Testament, means pressure, afflicted, anguish, burdened, persecu-
tion, tribulation, trouble, etc.

The cause of affliction can be mental or physical. It can be imaginary 
or real or a combination of the two. Satan will use things imagined and 
real to afflict and oppress us. The end result is the same regardless of 
how and where it originates. What bothers one person may not bother 
another.

Affliction can be the result of breaking the laws of God, nature or 
man. If we abuse our minds or bodies, knowingly or ignorantly, we will 
in time suffer for it. Satan also takes advantage of ignorance to delude 
and oppress us. This is why it is so necessary to know the truth that 
make us free. John 8:31-32.

Stressful occupations or situations can bring afflictions upon us. This 
is why it is necessary to find that place of occupation that divine wisdom 
has ordained for us. Paul often spoke of affliction encountered in the 
work of the ministry. II Cor.2:4, 8:2, Phil. 1:16; I Thess.1:6 and I Thess. 
3:7. In II Tim. 1:8 he speaks of the afflictions of the gospel.

SATANIC AFFLICTION
In I Peter 5:8-9, Peter says, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adver-

sary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour: Whom resist steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflic-
tions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.”

The greatest source of affliction and oppression is demon power. 
Satan especially wants to destroy those identified with Christ. Although 
our great sovereign God is over all and nothing takes place without his 

permissive will, Satan and his evil host of demonic spirits are agents of 
hatred and cruelty that work unceasingly to afflict, oppress and destroy. 
Although affliction is the result of many factors Satan and his demonic 
host are directly or indirectly involved.

When afflicted or oppressed, Satan uses many tactics to add to your 
burden and keep you in the grip of affliction. When you are afflicted 
Satan will tell you that you are being punished for your sins. He will 
go back into your life and pull out every skeleton he can condemn you 
with. He will condemn you with things that you may have confessed and 
have been cleansed from. We must know how to answer Satan when he 
falsely accuses us. I John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness.”

He knows that when you are acutely depressed your mind is open to 
his negative suggestions.

Perhaps Satan’s most common and successful tactic is to accuse or 
blame someone else for your trouble. He will also tell you that if you 
were rid of this person or situation your problems would cease. James 
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(Editor’s note: This article was originally published in the January-
February 1976 issue of the Midnight Cry Messenger.)

“For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. For 
this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined 
unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: 
but I speak concerning Christ and the church.” Eph. 5:30-32.

Too many think that believing in the virgin birth, blood atonement, 
the trinity or some other doctrine is what Christianity is all about. They 
believe in the Biblical record of Christ come in the flesh of Jesus of 
Nazareth but do not understand the great mystery of Christ come in the 
flesh of his body, the church. They neither see nor understand this vital 
union.

Even as God was in Christ and the world of that day could not believe 
it, the world today cannot believe that Christ is come in the flesh of his 
body, the church. They believe he came 2000 years ago as Jesus of Naza-
reth. They believe he is in heaven today and will some day come back to 
this earth again. But they cannot believe that he is literally present now, 
in his body, the church. They can’t conceive of God dwelling in human 
flesh.

Many Aspects
There are many aspects of truth relative to Christ and his church that 

caused Paul to call it a “great mystery.” We must come to a knowledge of 
this truth if we are to manifest the life of Christ in the earth. Failure to 
see such truth strips the church of her power and glory in the earth.

A mystery, in the ordinary sense of the word, means something 
unexplained, unknown or kept secret. However the origin of the word 
(musterion, Gr.) had to do with a religious secret that could only be 
known or understood by those initiated into it. It is used 27 times in the 

A Great Mystery, Part 1
By C. Parker Thomas
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Editor’s Letter
Dear Saints,

Greetings once again in the wonderful name 
of our Lord Jesus! Finally, we are enjoying some 
cooler weather as fall has begun.

Here at the Bible Tabernacle in Southern 
Pines, NC, we finally experienced an out-
break of the Covid-19 virus that caused us to 
suspend meeting together for several weeks. 
We thank God for His overshadowing mercy 
as most are in the recovery phase and, to my 
knowledge, no one has needed a hospital bed.

We are prone to wonder when things like 
this happen but Rom. 8:28 is still in the book! 
The Lord is working in His people to accom-
plish HIS purpose, not ours, and He knows far 
better than we what we truly need. And, His 
grace is always sufficient!

A few weeks ago I spoke on what’s going on 
in the world in the light of scripture. When I 
began I referred to a newspaper cartoon I had 
recently seen. In it one of the characters was 
running frantically to the left shouting some-
thing like, “Run for the hills; the world’s gone 
crazy!” Then a couple of panels later he came 
running back the other way shouting, “I can’t 
run for the hills; the hills are on fire!” That’s a 
pretty good picture of the world situation at 
present as the end of the age unfolds.

I believe the Lord is preparing His people to 
stand and also to be a part of what He is doing 
to complete His purpose in the earth before He 
burns it up and brings all men before Jesus in 
judgment. May we be aware and cooperate in 
all He is doing. He is faithful!

I believe it is time to once again share some 
of Bro. Thomas’s writings. Both articles were 
written many years ago but remain very rel-
evant to where we’re at today.

Surely it isn’t hard to see where, “The Af-
flictions of the Righteous,” fits into the pres-
ent scene! I’m glad that the Lord does indeed 
deliver His people. We know how it all turns 
out and whatever the Lord ordains in the 
meantime will be for our eternal good as we 
trust in Him.

The other article, part 1 of, “A Great Mystery,” 
addresses the basic nature of the church as 
revealed in scripture. Sadly, what men call the 
church has become the product of human effort 
and rule. Christ said He would build His church 
and the gates of hell would not prevail against it. 
He never told us to build Him a church!

3:14-15 tell you where these negative and tor-
menting thoughts come from. “But if ye have 
bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory 
not, and lie not against the truth. This wisdom 
descendeth not from above, but is earthly, 
sensual, devilish.”

The word devilish in verse 15 is actually 
demonic. It simply means the depressing 
thoughts that you have are being injected into 
your mind by demons. You are paying more 
attention to devils than you are to God (word). 
II Tim. 1:7 says, “For God hath not given us the 
spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a 
sound mind.”

Another tactic of Satan is to use the Bible 
against you in the wrong way. When you are in 
the throes of depression Satan will use the law 
to further condemn you. He knows far better 
than we do that sin has no strength apart from 
the law. I Cor. 15:56. Only a knowledge of the 
word will enable us to resist such attacks. Gal. 
3:11.

All of these tactics are cleverly designed to 
destroy your faith and keep you from praying 
or looking to God. When you try to pray, Satan 
will tell you there is no use, that God will not 
hear you. Above all things Satan does not want 
you to pray or believe the word that would 
minister faith and hope to you.

You can also expect some Job’s comforters 
to be around who know why you are being 
punished. With great show of fleshly wisdom 
and philosophical sayings they will only add to 
your burden of affliction.

ALL SUFFER
Everyone suffers from some type of affliction 

at times. Aside from normal world conditions, 
God’s people have always had to contend with 
severe trial and opposition because of their 
faith. Peter speaks of the same afflictions being 
accomplished in our brethren that are in the 
world. I Peter 5:9.

STRESS
Because of the increasing stress in the world 

system this condition is growing worse.
There is a reason why heart attacks are the 

number one killer in our country today. This, 
no doubt, is the fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy 
that men’s hearts would be failing them for fear 
and looking after those things coming on the 
earth. Luke 21:26.

A few months ago I read a syndicated news 
article which told of the alarming increase 
in suicides among children and teenagers. 
Certainly that is symptomatic of an alarming 
condition which we face in a world of growing 
complexities over which we have no control.

It is indeed sad when children and young 
people, usually so vital and full of hope, find 
life so miserable and futile that they take 
their own life. This is why more people are on 
tranquilizers than ever before in the history of 
medicine. Being separated from the life and 
peace of God, they are turning to alcohol and 
drugs to find relief. At the root of many of our 
social problems such as child abuse, wife beat-
ing, infidelity, separation and divorce, you will 
find miserable, unhappy frustrated people that 
can’t cope with a life of stress.

RESTLESSNESS
The chief characteristic of man’s separation 

from God is restlessness. With restlessness 
and misery gnawing away at his vitals he is 
ever looking and seeking for rest and peace 
he doesn’t have. Some make money their God 
thinking that riches will give them the peace 
and security their heart cries out for.

A few years ago I spent a day with a man 
who had made a million dollars in a short 
period of time by buying and selling real estate. 
He told me personally that he couldn’t spend 
the $110,000.00 yearly interest he was receiv-
ing on mortgages he held. Although he owned 
several thousand acres of land in addition to 
this, he was traversing the state looking for 
more property to buy and sell.

Did this success in making money give him 
the peace and security he longed for? Actu-
ally he was one of the most lonely and miser-
able men I have ever met. He couldn’t be still 
or relax. Literally driven, all he could do was 
think and look for more land to buy and sell. I 
fear that Paul’s words to Timothy were being 
fulfilled in this case. “But they that will be rich 
fall into temptation and a snare, and into many 
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 
destruction and perdition.” I Tim. 6:9.

The root of all the trouble in the world is 
restless man out of touch with God. Prodded 
by Satan he is ever looking and searching for 
an earthly utopia that doesn’t exist. In an effort 
to obtain his goal he will rob, kill and destroy 
everyone and everything that gets in his way. 
Actually it is this condition in man that is the 
cause of all inward strife and turmoil. All the 
great wars of world history that have resulted 
in so much death, suffering and sorrow are 
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The true church is meant to be a literal 
expression of Christ by the Spirit, operating by 
supernatural enabling according to the various 
gifts and callings He ordains. Most often what 
men call church is nothing more than human 
organizations, often devoted to maintaining 
religious traditions, governed by politics and 
human ability, and operating according to the 
ways of the world.

I believe that God has a true remnant in the 
earth. May He awaken His own to seek Him 
as never before that Christ may have a body 
on earth through which He can speak and act. 
There is nothing lacking in His purpose, His 
promises, or His provision. As James put it, 
“You do not have because you do not ask God.”

Till next time may God’s rich blessings be 
yours.

Your brother in Christ, 
Phil Enlow
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the result of man being out of touch with his 
maker. Isaiah 57:20- 21 says, “But the wicked 
are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, 
whose waters cast up mire and dirt. There is no 
peace, saith my God, to the wicked.”

PEACE AND REST
Although this is true of the wicked, God has 

provided peace and rest for his people through 
his son, Jesus Christ. The Lord told Moses, “... 
My presence shall go with thee, and I will give 
thee rest.” Exodus 33:14.

Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I 
am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls.” Matt. 11:28-29.

However, many of God’s people find them-
selves in stressful situations just as miserable 
and unhappy as people of the world. This is 
often because they want to live their own lives 
without being true disciples of Jesus Christ. 
They may succeed in obtaining this earth’s 
wealth and honor among men but they lose 
something far more precious than fame and 
fortune. Peace of mind and the joy of the Lord 
are worth more than the whole world.

In this hour of increasing trouble, sorrow 
and frustration when the demonic forces are 
mounting an all-out attack against all nations 
and segments of society, man needs to know 
something about the source of his trouble.

Although our great sovereign God is permit-
ting these things, we still need to know what is 
taking place and how to cope with it. Signifi-
cantly there are many things that are accom-
plished in our lives through trial and suffering 
that cannot be done any other way.

This is a principle that has applied to man 
since he was driven from the Garden of Eden 
and applies more so today. In connection 
with the end of this age Daniel was told by the 
angel, “Many shall be purified, and made white, 
and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: 
and none of the wicked shall understand; but 
the wise shall understand.” Dan. 12:10.

CAUSE OF AFFLICTION
Although the cause of affliction and human 

suffering is varied, we have some answers from 
God’s word that gives us some specifics we 
need to understand.

According to Jesus, Job, Paul, Peter, David 
and others it is simply part of this life and the 
result of the curse. The fall of man left him 
with a depraved nature that has no capacity 
for God or righteousness. This is the cause of 
his trouble. Job 14:1, Acts 20:23, I Peter 5:8-9, 
Psalms 34:19 and John 16:33.

The Bible is a divine record of the joys, the 
sorrows, the afflictions, the persecutions, 
the faith and the triumph of God’s people. 
Through all these things God has worked to 
purify, perfect, teach and bless his people.

Although it is a groaning creation 

(Rom.8:18-23) awaiting that glorious day of 
deliverance, we can rejoice even now in the 
knowledge that “... our light affliction, which is 
but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” II Cor. 
4:17.

Beyond doubt some afflictions are the result 
of willful or ignorant disobedience to laws that 
were ordained by God for our good. These laws 
may be natural, spiritual, civil or otherwise. 
Honor and obedience to these laws brings 
the blessing promised to us by their author. 
Continued disobedience will bring a harvest 
of trouble, sorrow, and death. According to 
Galatians 6:7-9, we reap what we sow, here and 
in eternity to come. David was so acquainted 
with the principle of affliction until he gives us 
a storehouse of knowledge on the subject in 
the Psalms. Psalms 107:17 says, “Fools because 
of their transgression, and because of their 
iniquities, are afflicted.”

David’s prayer in Psalms 51 is the story 
of a man greatly afflicted because of his sin. 
Although his sorrow and distress were almost 
unbearable he knew God’s Judgments were 
right and that God had, in faithfulness, af-
flicted him. Psalms 119:75. No doubt it was 
such faith as this that caused David to be 
looked upon as a man after God’s own heart. I 
Sam. 13:14.

Job’s suffering and affliction cannot be at-
tributed to sin as in the case of David. The 
Lord called him “a perfect and an upright man, 
one that feareth God, and escheweth evil.” He 
was such an example of righteousness until the 
Lord pointed him out to Satan by saying, “... 
there is none like him in the earth ...” Job 1:8.

Of course Satan hated Job for his righteous-
ness and he challenged the Lord to let him 
afflict him so he could prove that Job was 
serving God for selfish purposes. In this case 
Job became a spectacle unto angels and men 
proving that God had a man that would praise 
and glorify him in spite of intense sufferings.

After the loss of his herds, his flocks, his ser-
vants and the death of his children, Job sinned 
not nor charged God foolishly. His answer to 
all this disaster was “... naked came I out of 
my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return 
thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” Job 
1:21-22.

After days of intense suffering with boils in-
flicted by Satan, Job finally cursed his day and 
said, “Let the day perish wherein I was born, 
and the night in which it was said, There is a 
man child conceived.” Job 3:1-2.

Job’s experience is a good example of acute 
depression when the afflicted one feels totally 
abandoned by his God.

“Behold, I go forward, but he is not there; 
and backward, but I cannot perceive him: On 
the left hand, where he doth work, but I cannot 
behold him: he hideth himself on the right 
hand, that I cannot see him: But he knoweth 
the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I 

shall come forth as gold.” Job 23:8- 10.
However, it was Job’s faith, even the faith 

that overcomes the world (I John 5:4-5) that 
enabled him to say, “But he knoweth the way 
that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come 
forth as gold.” Job 23:10.

Job’s faith was the same faith that Abraham 
had that was “counted unto to him for righ-
teousness.” Rom.5:3. In spite of Job’s righteous-
ness when finally confronted by the Lord, his 
mouth was shut as he cried out, “Behold, I 
am vile; what shall I answer thee? I will lay my 
hand upon my mouth.” Job 40:4.

All of this goes to show us that the corrup-
tion of the natural man would never let him 
live in the presence of a holy God. Isaiah’s reac-
tion to his vision of the Lord was very similar 
to Job’s. After seeing the Lord upon a throne 
high and lifted up, Isaiah cried out, “... woe 
is me! for I am undone; because I am a man 
of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen 
the king, the Lord of hosts.” Isaiah 6:5.

As good a man as Job was his suffering 
changed his concept of God and himself and 
brought him into a new dimension of humility 
and spiritual reality. This is why he said what 
he did in Job 42:2-6. “I know that thou canst 
do everything, and that no thought can be 
withholden from thee. Who is he that hideth 
counsel without knowledge? Therefore have 
I uttered that I understood not; things too 
wonderful for me which I knew not. Hear, I 
beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of 
thee, and declare thou unto me. I have heard 
of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine 
eye seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself and 
repent in dust and ashes.”

We too need to be careful lest we grow bit-
ter in our afflictions thinking that we do not 
deserve such a fate. God may be bringing us 
into a new dimension of spiritual reality. From 
this example and others we can understand 
why the corruption of the Adam nature make 
it necessary for the Lord to deliver us “unto 
death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus 
might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.” II 
Cor. 4:11.

DOESN’T AFFLICT WILLINGLY
Lam. 3:33 says, “For he doth not afflict will-

ingly nor grieve the children of men.”
God is not a sadist. It is not his nature or 

desire to afflict or cause men to suffer. To 
have an orderly, harmonious creation, includ-
ing the universe, God’s plan in the beginning 
was inspired by infinite wisdom. Even as man 
must have a plan to build a house, a dam, an 
airplane, a computer, a skyscraper or a great 
bridge, God himself had a plan in the begin-
ning.

This plan was drawn with infinite care and 
wisdom. The principles embodied in this plan 
took into consideration time and eternity. 
Nothing was left out or overlooked. Celestial 
beings and terrestrial beings, things visible and 
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things invisible were all included. Because of 
the complexity of this vast and eternal plan, 
principles, guidelines or laws were decreed and 
set in motion.

Strange as it may seem these principles or 
laws, both positive and negative, are imple-
mented by God through his Son Jesus Christ, 
man, angels and devils. In the original creation 
all things were good and holy. But God gave 
them liberty (or latitude) to serve him or rebel. 
Even Satan and his demonic hosts have certain 
powers, liberties and rights that will not be 
taken away from them until their day is over 
and they are cast into the lake of fire.

In the meantime regardless of our afflictions 
of mind and body, all things are working to-
gether for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his purpose. 
Rom. 8:28. It is through affliction and suffering 
that we draw nigh to God and are taught many 
things we could not learn otherwise.

However, let’s ever remember that God does 
not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of 
men. God would have us to know and over-
come the adverse forces of evil and walk in 
harmony with his eternal kingdom.

THE DIFFERENCE
The believer and the unbeliever alike experi-

ence varying degrees of affliction at times. 
However, there is a difference in their under-
standing and reaction to suffering whether it 
be mental or physical. Matt. 5:8 says, “Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”

This is the essential difference between the 
believer and the unbeliever. Like Moses, the 
believer will look beyond his adversity and see 
him who is invisible. Heb.11:27. Afflictions will 
cause the believer to turn and seek the Lord. 
Even though he may not have all the answers 
to his affliction, he is able to see God in his suf-
fering and turn to him for help. David said, “In 
my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried 
unto my God: he heard my voice out of his 
temple, and my cry came before him, even into 
his ears.” Psalms 18:6.

David often found himself in the place of 
distress and affliction. This is why he said, 
“I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from 
whence cometh my help. My help cometh 
from the Lord, which made heaven and earth.” 
Psalms 121:1-2.

In the case of an unbeliever, affliction or 
trouble causes him to consult his doctor or 
psychiatrist. Some will go to a fortune teller or 
consult their astrology counsellor. Many turn 
to drugs or drink trying to escape from their 
affliction. In some cases of acute depression 
without faith or hope in God some commit 
suicide.

Like never before I believe God is working 
with and preparing his little remnant for the 
end of the age. Beyond doubt he is teaching us 
the real purpose behind the afflictions of the 

righteous. It is our hope and prayer that these 
scattered thoughts will be a ray of light to some 
who are surrounded by the darkness of afflic-
tion and mental oppression.

GOD’S FAITHFULNESS
David said in Psalms 119:75, “I know, O 

Lord, that thy judgments are right, and that 
thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me.”

Such sayings as this are another reason 
David was called a man after God’s own heart. 
Surely it takes faith to accept God’s judgments 
as being right and to recognize that our afflic-
tions are the result of his faithfulness. This is 
truly humbling ourselves under the mighty 
hand of God that he might exalt us in due time. 
I Peter 5:6.

EXPRESSION OF GOD’S LOVE
When we are afflicted or suffering acute 

mental depression, Satan will do everything 
in his power to make you doubt God’s love 
and concern for you. Satan, the accuser (Rev. 
12:10), has always worked at accusing man to 
man, God to man and man to God. Although 
affliction or severe mental depression will try 
our faith like nothing else, the Lord assures us 
through the prophet Isaiah that he will comfort 
and have mercy upon his afflicted.

Let’s note the Lord’s word to us in Isaiah 
49:13-16. “Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O 
earth; and break forth into singing, O moun-
tains: for the Lord hath comforted his people, 
and will have mercy upon his afflicted.

“But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, 
and my Lord hath forgotten me.

“Can a woman forget her sucking child, 
that she not have compassion on the son of 
her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not 
forget thee.

“Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms 
of my hands: thy walls are continually before 
me.”

Since God does not afflict willingly there is 
an infinitely wise purpose in our suffering.

CAUSES US TO LEARN
In Psalm 119:71 David says, “It is good for 

me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn 
thy statutes.”

This is going a step farther in David’s un-
derstanding and appreciation of affliction. By 
understanding God’s purpose in his affliction 
David could now say, “It is good for me that 
I have been afflicted that I might learn thy 
statutes.”

Learning God’s statutes or word is of vital 
importance to the child of God. If we have the 
seed of faith in our hearts affliction will drive 
us to God’s word for strength and comfort. No 
longer will we read God’s word casually but we 
will search it with all diligence looking for that 
word of faith and hope that will help us in our 
distress.

Help and comfort from the scriptures will 
also help us to better appreciate what Jesus 
meant when he said, “... Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth 

out of the mouth of God.” Matt. 4:4.
Even as our physical lives are nurtured and 

sustained by good food our inner man is nur-
tured by the living word of God. God’s word is 
more than a means of expression or vehicle for 
thought. Jesus said, “... the words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” 
John 6:63.

TEACHES OBEDIENCE
In Psalm 119:67, David said, “Before I was 

afflicted I went astray: but now have I kept thy 
word.”

Too much of our apprehension of truth 
or God’s word is unproven theory. It is not 
something we practice or live by. I can tell you 
from personal experience it is much easier to 
tell others how it ought to be done than it is 
to practice it yourself. Affliction and suffering 
will teach us the fear of the Lord and purify 
and perfect us like nothing else. According to I 
Peter 1:2, we are purified through obedience to 
the truth.

In Isaiah 48:10 the Lord says, “Behold, I have 
refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen 
thee in the furnace of affliction.”

No doubt this is what Peter had in mind 
when he spoke of the trial of our faith being 
much more precious than of gold that per-
isheth, though it be tried with fire. I Peter 1:7.

PATIENCE
One of the most needed virtues in a human 

being is patience. By nature we have none. The 
temper tantrums of small children and even 
infants are symptomatic of the whole human 
race. Patience has to be worked in us by the 
grace of God, usually through suffering. This is 
actually what James is talking about in James 
1:2-7. “My brethren, count it all joy when ye 
fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that 
the trying of your faith worketh patience. But 
let patience have her perfect work, that ye may 
be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God, that giveth to all men liberally, and up-
braideth not; and it shall be given him. But let 
him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that 
wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with 
the wind and tossed. For let not that man think 
that he shall receive anything of the Lord.”

Too many of God’s children are like the 
waves of the sea driven with wind and tossed 
to and fro. (See also Eph. 4:14).

JESUS, OUR EXAMPLE
Our Lord Jesus Christ confirmed the prin-

ciple of obedience through suffering. Heb. 5:8-
9 says, “Though he were a son, yet learned he 
obedience by the things which he suffered: and 
being made perfect, he became the author of 
eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.”

If this were true of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
how much more is it necessary for us?

Obedience is necessary if we are to bear 
the fruit of the Spirit in our lives. Like the 
branches that bear fruit it is necessary for God 
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to purge us through affliction that we might 
bring forth more fruit. John 15:2. This purging, 
affliction or chastening as it is called by Paul, is 
most grievous to those experiencing it. But in 
process of time it will yield the peaceable fruit 
of righteousness unto them which are exer-
cised thereby. Heb. 12:5-11.

Beyond doubt the road to reigning with 
Christ and bearing fruit is through suffer-
ing. This is why Paul said in II Tim. 2:10-12, 
“Therefore I endure all things for the elect’s 
sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation 
which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. It 
is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, 
we shall also live with him. If we suffer, we shall 
also reign with him: if we deny him, he also 
will deny us.”

Suffering teaches and better fits us as vessels 
of the Lord to help others. As said elsewhere, 
it’s one thing to know these things by theory 
and another to experience them personally. 
Suffering causes us to be sensitive and sympa-
thetic toward others who are suffering.

WHEN AFFLICTED?
The first step on the road to deliverance 

when one is afflicted is prayer. Prayer is simply 
communication with God who understands 
and loves you more than all other beings in the 
universe. James 5:13 says, “Is any among you 
afflicted? Let him pray.”

Just ordinary depression or anxiety will go 
when we have a good season of prayer. This no 
doubt is what Paul meant in Phil. 4:6-7 where 
he said, “Be careful for nothing; but in every 
thing by prayer and supplication with thanks-
giving let your requests be made known unto 
God. And the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus.”

Closer attention to such scriptures as these 
might enable us to avoid acute depression and 
intense suffering that could take weeks or even 
months to overcome.

However there is deliverance from the hor-
rible pit of acute depression and affliction if 
we will utterly cast ourselves upon the Lord. 
Although the heavens may seem silent for a 
long time when you first begin to seek God, 
HE IS LISTENING. Our problem is not that 
God is not listening but that he is simply wait-
ing on us to reach the place where we can hear 
him. This can be our most trying time. Like a 
terrible nightmare that seems to have no end, 
we can reach such a place of utter despair and 
desolation until, like Job, we will curse the day 
we were born.

Above all things we must not give up. The 
Lord is faithful and will come to our rescue 
when his purpose has been accomplished in 
us. Rather than give up we must intensify our 
prayer and supplication to him. It would be 
good if you could find grace to give him praise 
and glory.

However the spirit of mourning and de-
pression may be so great upon you until you 
can’t praise God. Your mind is so completely 
occupied with your own misery you can’t 
concentrate on anything else. At this point you 
must continue to look to the Lord letting him 
know that he is your only hope. Above all don’t 
forget Heb. 4:15 which says that he can be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities.

Maintaining this position will bring you 
into a place of brokenness and contrition. This 
brokenness will be a humbling experience. It 
will cause you to search your heart and change 
your attitude about many things. It will enable 
you to forgive people and even pray for your 
enemies. David said, “The sacrifices of God are 
a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, 
O God, thou wilt not despise.” Psalm 51:17.

Although you are broken before the Lord 
you are still miserable and wretched because 
you have no faith to overcome your condition 
or fight the adversary. At this point you may 
not even recognize that much of your affliction 
is Satanic oppression. Remember that Satan 
takes things imagined and real to afflict and 
oppress us. In cases of severe or acute depres-
sion you may be so affected in your mind until 
you cannot concentrate or do anything that 
requires mental effort.

However in spite of your grief and torment 
of mind you can look to the Lord until help 
comes. Isaiah 45:22 says, “Look unto me, and 
be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am 
God, and there is none else.”

When in the throes of such mental anguish 
or affliction it is difficult to look to the Lord. 
Your mind has occupied itself so long with 
your misery and trouble until it is with great 
effort you begin to change this pattern.

USE OF THE WORD
Actually your help will come from the Lord 

as you begin to search the scriptures and medi-
tate upon his eternal promises. In the final 
analysis this is one of God’s great purposes in 
drawing you to himself through your affliction.

During a time of trial or affliction your 
confession is very important. Remember the 
power of life and death is in the tongue. Every-
thing is against a positive confession when you 
are acutely depressed. Your flesh, the devil and 
the world are all against you. You must think 
and confess the positive promises of God’s 
word. When the devil tells you that there is no 
use or that you can’t, you must say, “I can do 
all things through Christ which strengtheneth 
me.” Phil. 4:13.

David constantly went to the word for help 
in time of trouble. He fully realized that God’s 
help was on the basis of what was written. In 
Psalm 119:107 David said, “I am afflicted very 
much: quicken me, O Lord, according unto thy 
word.”

In Psalm 119:49 David said, “Remember the 
word unto thy servant, upon which thou has 
caused me to hope.”

In this Psalm David is not asking the Lord 

to remember him but to remember His word 
upon which he had caused him to hope. Da-
vid’s appeal to the Lord here was on the basis 
of the word he had put his hope in. David real-
ized that God could not deny His word.

Psalm 105:8-10 says, “He hath remembered 
his covenant for ever, the word which he com-
manded to a thousand generations. Which 
covenant he made with Abraham, and his oath 
unto Isaac; And to Israel for an everlasting 
covenant.”

God actually ministered strength and com-
fort to David through the word. As already 
stated, God’s word is not just a vehicle that 
conveys thought. The New Testament from 26 
Translations by Zondervan says that the word 
of God is living and active. It is full of life and 
power. The consensus of opinion by the vari-
ous translators is that God’s word is a mani-
festation of himself in virtue, life, energy and 
power. It is active, creative and effectual.

God has ordained to reach our minds, our 
bodies and our entire being through his word. 
Even as electrical power must have a conduc-
tor to transmit that power through, God’s life 
and power is transmitted to us through his 
word.

Because of this principle David said in Psalm 
119:50, “This is my comfort in my affliction: for 
thy word hath quickened me.”

It will be noted from David’s saying above 
that the word was a life giving force that com-
forted and quickened, or imparted, life to him.

David didn’t just appreciate the word as 
wise or philosophical sayings but he realized 
it was his salvation in his day of trouble. This 
is why he said in Psalm 119: 92-93, “Unless thy 
law had been my delights, I should then have 
perished in mine affliction. I will never forget 
thy precepts: for with them thou hast quick-
ened me.”

How true this saying of David is! Surely we 
would all perish in our affliction if we did not 
have God’s word to quicken and comfort us. 
We would be like a drowning man without a 
life jacket. This is why it is vital that you turn to 
God’s word in your time of affliction.

Read it, meditate upon it, quote it to your-
self, to the devil and above all, to the Lord. As 
you pray and continue to seek God, stand on 
his word, thank God for it, claim its promises 
and praise God for the answer.

Let’s remember, “... man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God.” Matt. 4:4.

Daniel 12:10 says, “Many shall be purified, 
and made white, and tried; but the wicked 
shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall 
understand; but the wise shall understand.”

According to this scripture, the wise will 
understand and respond by submitting 
themselves to the purifying process that tries 
them and makes them white. At the same time 
the wicked shall do wickedly and none of the 
wicked shall understand.

The purifying process of affliction preceding 
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the end of the gospel dispensation is upon us. 
Like the priests that led the way and carried 
the ark of the covenant down into Jordan, the 
ministry that God uses to lead his people in 
these last days must go first. They must be the 
first in and the last out.

I believe Ezekiel 20:33-38 is in process of be-
ing fulfilled. Verse 33 says, “As I live, saith the 
Lord God, surely with a mighty hand, and with 
a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out, 
will I rule over you.”

According to this verse, God is going to rule 
over his people. For too long we have been 
allowed to drift along more or less serving 
God when it was convenient for us. With a 
stretched out arm with fury poured out the 
Lord is going to change this. Let’s not doubt for 
a moment that God can bring us to our knees.

I believe the Lord has been separating an 
elect remnant from the common multitude of 
professing Christians and bringing them into 
a wilderness of the people where he has been 
pleading with them face to face. Through the 
word by the Holy Spirit, God has been speak-
ing to us to prepare us for a future crossing.

In the same manner that God dealt with 
Israel in the wilderness of the land of Egypt be-
fore taking them across Jordan into the prom-
ised land, he is now dealing with his people for 
the greatest crossing of all time. This crossing 
will be from time to eternity at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.

According to Ezekiel 20:37, this remnant will 
pass under the rod and into the bond of the 
covenant. This rod symbolizes God’s power 
and authority. Coming under the rod is sub-
mission or surrender to God and his authority.

This coming under divine authority is a pre-
lude to coming into the bond of the covenant. 
Many people want the power and blessings of 
God’s eternal covenant without surrendering 
their lives. They want to rule but not be ruled 
over.

As Joshua said to the people before the 
crossing of Jordan, “... sanctify yourselves: for 
tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among 
you.” Joshua 3:5.

New Testament and invariably has reference 
to spiritual things, or things that can only be 
discerned with the help of God’s Spirit.

Notice that Christ (Eph. 3:4), the kingdom 
of God (Mk. 4:11), the gospel (Eph. 6:19), the 
faith (I Tim. 3:9), and Babylon (Rev. 17:5), 
among other things are called mysteries. All 
things pertaining to the invisible realm or the 
realm of spirit (good or evil) are mysteries. 
Mysteries must be revealed by God himself. 
Daniel 2:22. I Cor. 2:11. No one, however bril-
liant or wise, can understand these mysteries. 
I Cor. 2:14.

Significantly, this mystery of Christ and his 
church was unique in that it was a “great mys-
tery.” It was something that went beyond the 
ordinary in the realm of mysteries. The scope 
of this great mystery was something vitally 
important that we need to understand.

We cannot expect the unbelieving world to 
understand this great mystery, but the truth 
is, this blight of unbelief also greatly affects 
the church. How can we have faith to do great 
things when we do not really believe that God 
is with us?

An understanding of the many aspects of 
this “great mystery” will enable us to enter 
the realm of faith and power experienced by 
the early church. It takes the keys of truth to 
unlock the various aspects of this great mys-
tery and to ultimately release the life of Christ 
through his body, the church. Daniel 11:32 
says, “...But the people that do know their God 
shall be strong, and do exploits.”

A Union
Because of the nature of the union of man 

and woman in marriage, it is used as a type of 
the union of Christ and his body, the church. 
In the marriage union, man and woman for-
sake all others, including mother and father, to 
become one with each other. Taking prece-
dence over all other relationships, the marriage 
union should be so complete that the two thus 
joined become one flesh.

Although marriage is a union of man and 
woman for life, it is an earthly relationship and 
therefore temporal. Matt. 22:30. Christ and 
the church is the union of God and man for 
eternity. Although it takes place on earth and 
involves our bodies and minds, it is spiritual, 
heavenly and eternal. I Cor. 6:17 says, “But he 
that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.”

Separation
Simultaneously with the union of God and 

man there comes a separation of man from 
those things that alienate him from God. This 
consists principally of having his own way, be-
ing his own lord in his own environment. The 
purpose of the gospel is to separate him from 
all this by showing him something far better 
than earthly treasures. Heb. 11:24-27.

There is a practical aspect to this separation 
that we need to see also. As long as we are a 
part of any society — national, racial, politi-
cal, or religious — we listen to the voice of that 
society and reflect its belief and character. This 
is why the call of God involves separation from 
country, kindred and our father’s house. Gen. 
12:1. God cannot speak to us as long as we are 
listening to the voice of our environment.

The purpose of the call of Abraham by 
Jehovah was to have a people separated from 
the mainstream of humanity unto himself. God 
wanted a people with whom he could make his 
covenant, people with whom he could share 
his eternal glory, a people to whom he could 
reveal himself and who would represent him 
in the earth. Through this separated people he 
would also reveal himself to others. This sepa-

ration included Abraham’s country, kindred 
and his father’s house.

Coming over into the New Testament, we 
can see that the principle of separation still 
accompanies the call of God. “Wherefore come 
out from among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing; and I will receive you, And will be a 
Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” II Cor. 
6:17-18.

A New Relationship
The call of God that separates us from the 

world of natural men joins us to the family of 
God through the new birth. Jn. 1:12-13, 3:1-16. 
This spiritual union that makes us one flesh 
with God’s family is part of the great mystery 
that transcends all earthly relationships.

When told that his mother and brothers 
desired to speak with him, Jesus answered and 
said, “...who is my mother? and who are my 
brethren? And he stretched forth his hand to-
ward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother 
and my brethren.” Matt. 12:47-49. See also 
Matt. 10:34-38.

Surely it is significant that Jesus made a 
point of emphasizing his spiritual relationship 
with his disciples above that of his flesh and 
blood family. Ordinarily, such tender ties are 
not to be compared with any other relation-
ship. To many, the most important thing on 
earth is their immediate family; this is their 
life.

Such devotion is good within certain limits. 
Beyond those limits, it becomes a form of idola-
try that keeps men from God and works evil for 
all involved. This is because so very few have the 
grace of God to deny their own flesh and blood. 
Many children are spoiled and made unfit for 
life by over-solicitous parents who actually 
hinder them from developing and becoming 
responsible, self-reliant adults.

When God called Abraham from his 
country, kindred and his father’s house it was 
because he wanted to form a family of his 
own whose vision went beyond the confines 
of Abraham’s own selfish interests. As long as 
Abraham’s vision was limited to the problems, 
needs and desires of his own flesh and blood 
he could never really be interested in God, or 
God’s family and kingdom. This was true in 
Abraham’s day, in Christ’s day and it is still true 
today.

The natural man’s love for his own (Jn. 
15:19) is a very poor type of God’s love for his 
eternal family. As Isaiah the prophet expressed 
it, God’s love is a love that never forgets nor 
forsakes its own. Isaiah 49:15-16 says, “Can 
a woman forget her sucking child, that she 
should not have compassion on the son of her 
womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not for-
get thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the 
palms of my hands; thy walls are continually 
before me.” This also demonstrates why Jesus 
emphasized his relationship with his disciples 
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over that of his natural mother and brethren. 
His vision went beyond carnal earthly relation-
ship that is often vain and temporal. Like Abra-
ham, he, too, was looking for that city where 
man’s relationship with God and his brother 
would be glorious and eternal. He understood 
that all earthly relationship ends at the grave 
but spiritual relationship continues on into 
eternity.

A New Fellowship
This new relationship also results in a new 

fellowship with God, the Father; his Son, Jesus 
Christ; and members of Christ’s body. I Jn. 1:3. 
Called a mystery by Paul in Eph. 3:9, truly it 
is a mystery to the world who cannot see nor 
understand such fellowship. Unbelievers feel ill 
at ease and out of place in the presence of true 
Christian fellowship; it can only be understood 
and appreciated by those who are a part of it.

There are many things that serve as a basis 
for fellowship in the world. These all vary ac-
cording to the taste, culture and environmental 
training of the person. But when we come to 
Christ there is one thing which we all have in 
common that transcends all others: the reality 
of the living Christ who bears witness with our 
spirit that we are the children of God.

Regardless of our culture or geographical 
state, the love of God that dwells in us will 
bring us to the fellowship of the saints. I Jn. 
5:1 says, “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is 
the Christ is born of God; and every one that 
loveth him that begat loveth him also that is 
begotten of him.”

Many Members
Another aspect of this great mystery is that 

membership in this body is open to every one 
who believes the gospel. Rom. 1:16, 10:12-13. 
From the entrance of sin into the world to this 
day, the human race has been split and divided 
into many divisions. Not only has man been 
alienated from God, but he has also been alien-
ated from his fellow man, separated into many 
hostile camps. Christ, who is our peace, has 
broken down these walls of enmity and made 
us one through the cross.

The Bible still says, “For God so loved the 
World....” This love crosses all religious, social, 
economic and national barriers. When the 
church is moving in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, it crosses all barriers of prejudice and 
preaches the gospel to every creature. He that 
would have God’s power and blessings upon 
him must be free to move in God’s love.

I Cor. 12:13 says, “For by one Spirit are we all 
baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have 
been all made to drink into one Spirit.” At the 
coming of Christ, the principal wall of division 
was between Jew and Gentile. Thinking him-
self to be chosen of God, the natural Jew was 
blind to spiritual reality. Thinking themselves 

to be honored of God, the Jews despised the 
Gentile and rejected their Messiah. As natural 
descendants of Abraham, they had no claim on 
God or his covenant. Matt. 3:9.

Two Seeds
From Abraham there came forth two seeds, 

one natural and one spiritual. Gal. 4:22-23. 
Ishmael was the natural seed and Isaac was the 
spiritual seed. Rom. 9:7.

Unable to bear the reproach of being child-
less, Sarah gave her Egyptian maid, Hagar, to 
Abraham that she might have children by her. 
The result was Ishmael, a product of the flesh, 
a type of human effort or works. This is also a 
type of human religious effort in the professing 
church today — the results of which will never 
inherit the kingdom of God.

Isaac was supernaturally brought forth, 
according to God’s promise to Abraham. In 
fact, God purposely made Sarah barren and 
waited until Abraham was impotent to give 
them Isaac. He wanted them to know beyond 
any shadow of doubt that this son of promise, 
the true heir, was not a product of the law of 
nature. He also wanted them to know that the 
strength of his covenant was not dependent on 
human resources.

The true Jew, or seed of Abraham, was never 
the natural seed of Abraham any more than the 
natural seed of the Gentile is a Christian today. 
The true seed always has been and always will 
be spiritual. It is neither Jew nor Gentile, bond 
nor free. As Paul says in Gal. 3:29, “And if ye be 
Christ’s then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise.”

Advantage of Jew
It is true that until the coming of Christ and 

Israel’s rejection of him as their Messiah, the 
Jew had a definite advantage over the Gentiles; 
this was because the oracles of God were com-
mitted to them. The word “oracle” means “ut-
terance of God.” They were favored in that they 
had God’s truth in the earth. Rom. 3:1-2, 9:4-5.

Until the coming of Christ, Gentile nations 
had no prophets and were destitute of the 
truth. This is why Jesus said to the Samaritan 
woman, “Ye worship ye know not what: we 
know what we worship: for salvation is of the 
Jews.” John 4:22.

However, there were individuals from 
among the Gentile nations that joined Israel 
and partook of the same covenant God made 
with Abraham. Examples are Rahab, the harlot, 
and Ruth, the Moabitess. Joshua 6:25, Hebrews 
11:31 and Ruth 1:16. I might also add that the 
righteous line of seed that started with Adam 
in the garden continued through such indi-
viduals as Rahab and Ruth, showing us that 
Gentiles could partake of God’s righteousness 
as well as the Jew.

God’s purpose to have a family of his own 
with whom he could share his eternal glory did 
not start with Abraham. This was in the mind 
of God before the foundation of the world. 
Eph. 1:3-5. The elective process of redemption 
began with God’s provision of slain animal 

skins to cover Adam and Eve’s nakedness in the 
garden of Eden. Gen. 3:21.

A Remnant
Abraham and the nation Israel were simply 

part of the unfolding elective process in which 
God sovereignly purposed to choose from 
among all nations a people for his glory. Gen. 
22:18. Rev. 7:9, 21:24. Actually Abraham fa-
thered many nations (Gen. 17:4-5) in addition 
to natural Israel, which was not the true Israel 
of God.

True Israel was a very small remnant within 
the confines of the nation as a whole. Rom. 
9:6-7, 9:27. Although God watched over and 
protected natural Israel, this protection was 
really for the sake of the true elect remnant. 
Were it not for this remnant, God would have 
destroyed the whole nation as he did Sodom 
and Gomorrah. Isaiah 1:9.

May I hasten to add that it is still this very 
small remnant in the earth today that keeps 
God’s wrath from destroying the world. As 
Israel the nation was favored and blessed 
because of the righteous remnant within, God 
has, in like manner, blessed and favored some 
of the Gentile nations because of the righteous 
remnant within them.

The fact that the righteous seed has always 
been a very small remnant in the earth is a rev-
elation of no small magnitude. It is a truth that 
is born out in the Old and New Testaments. 
I Kings 19:14-18. Rom. 11:1-5, 9:27-29. It will 
be noticed in Rom. 9:29, where Paul is quot-
ing from Isaiah 1:9, that it was necessary for 
God, by a sovereign act of election, to preserve 
a very small remnant of people. Otherwise, 
they would have all been destroyed by fire and 
brimstone as Sodom and Gomorrah were. In 
Elijah’s day, the number that God sovereignly 
spared out of all Israel was seven thousand.

Perhaps the greatest example of this tiny 
righteous remnant is the eight persons whom 
God delivered from death by the flood, 
through the ark. The earth was in such an 
apostate condition until only eight people be-
lieved God and fled to the ark for safety.

Coming over into the New Testament, we 
find it is still a very small remnant of people 
that had a heart for God and could recognize 
Jesus as their Messiah. The national rejection 
of Christ was almost total, and John consid-
ered it such by saying, “He came unto his own, 
and his own received him not.” John 1:11.

Jesus, himself, confirmed this principle of a 
small remnant of believers by saying, “Enter 
ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be which go in thereat: Be-
cause strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it.” Matt. 7:13-14.

The disciples themselves understood the 
Lord to teach this when they asked him, “...
Lord are there few that be saved? And he said 
unto them, Strive to enter in at the strait gate; 
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of mankind about the kingdom of God. Matt. 
24:5.

Like Sarah, in order to gain converts, the 
church world, beginning with Constantine, has 
resorted to carnal methods. Instead of preach-
ing the Word of God and depending on the 
Holy Ghost, the church has used proof-text 
salvation, evangelistic psychology and good 
works to gain their converts.

When Rome married the church, Constan-
tine marched the soldiers by the thousands 
down into the water and had them baptized, 
supposedly converting them to Christianity. 
Rome isn’t the only one that has been guilty 
of making church members out of the uncon-
verted.

Perhaps the greatest hindrance to the work 
of the church in our generation is the belief 
that great numbers, beautiful buildings and 
great religious works are the important things. 
(Is. 66:1-2). The church itself operates on the 
same premise as does the business world: so 
many contacts produces a certain number 
of converts. Instead of being a living organ-
ism manifesting the life of Christ, the church 
has become a vast organization geared to the 
methods and dictates of our modern business 
world.

Although it is rich and outwardly impres-
sive to the world, its converts, like Hagar and 
Ishmael, are spiritually destitute! Christened 

when they are born, baptized when they are 
eight and confirmed at twelve, most of them 
go through life having never experienced the 
convicting power of the Holy Spirit. Once in a 
great while, one of them will be apprehended 
by the Lord and brought to the new birth 
through contact with God’s people. Though 
outwardly these sheep are numbered with the 
desolate group that has no head (Christ), in-
wardly they are one with Sarah and Isaac who 
are destined by God to inherit the promises. 
Gal. 4:22-31.

However, in spite of the futile efforts of the 
religious world in bringing forth far more 
Ishmaels than Isaacs, God is fulfilling his 
purpose through election. Elijah complained 
to God that Israel had thrown down his altars, 
forsaken his covenant and killed his prophets. 
In his despair, Elijah felt that he alone was left 
in the earth to champion the cause of Jehovah. 
The Lord’s answer to his overwrought prophet 
was that he had reserved seven thousand men 
who had not bowed the knee to Baal. I Kings 
19:10-18. Romans 11:1-10.

Israel’s failure to apprehend the true righ-
teousness of God, which is by faith, did in no 
wise hinder the plan of God to save his elect 
remnant. This remnant, foreknown of God 
from the foundation of the world, inherited 
the same promises as Isaac. These “children of 
promise” have never been cast away and never 
will be. Rom. 11:1-2.

Another marvelous thing about this remnant 
is that they are the true elect of God, and, in 
process of time, they will hear his voice. John 
8:47, 10:26-27. The true church of Jesus Christ 
has a perfect evangelistic program. It is not 
dependent on advertising schemes designed to 
draw a crowd. Neither does it major on signs 
and wonders, nor does it exalt human person-
alities. It is dependent on the Word of God and 
the Holy Spirit to work in men’s hearts. And 
rather than produce Ishmaelites it will, if nec-
essary, wait twenty-five years until God sends 
the son of promise, Isaac.

Although we are privileged to be a part of 
the great election process in the work of saving 
this remnant, God will not fail. Our weak-
ness, our instability and human failure will not 
thwart the plan of our great sovereign God. 
Everything is moving according to God’s pro-
phetic timetable. With strictest determinism, 
unwavering skill, and with irresistible author-
ity, God is drawing us to the climax of the ages 
when our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will 
come with power and great glory to claim his 
remnant church.

In the meantime, let’s send the message, loud 
and clear. There is some lost sheep somewhere 
that will hear. One day, and it may not be long, 
the last lost sheep will hear his voice and join 
the heavenly throng.

A Great Mystery
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for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, 
and shall not be able.” Luke 13:23-24.

Please note that the reason people are not 
going to get in is not because they don’t try. 
Undoubtedly, most of the religious effort put 
forth by mankind from the Garden of Eden to 
this day has failed to gain him an entrance into 
the kingdom of God. Like Cain, many have 
tried and have not been able. Jesus said, “Many 
will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we 
not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name 
have cast out devils? and in thy name done 
many wonderful works? And then will I pro-
fess unto them, I never knew you: depart from 
me, ye that work iniquity.” Matt. 7:22-23.

The reason that Jesus warned us to beware 
of false prophets in Matthew 7:15 is because 
he knew they would religiously deceive most 


