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The Truth About Ourselves ... and Why It Matters

In Luke 11 we find Jesus teaching his disciples about
prayer. They are taught to think of God as their “Father,
One who cares about their needs and responds to persistent
prayer. Of course, they are also taught to honor Him and
seek for His kingdom to come.

After pointing out that earthly fathers give good things to
their children, Jesus makes an interesting statement in verse
13. “If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in
heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

What I find amazing is the phrase that Jesus uses near
the beginning of that verse: “though you are evil” I can just
hear a lot of folks in our day reacting, “Wait a minute! What
did you just call me?” They would be highly offended, yet we
have no record of the disciples reacting to what was said or
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thinking it strange — but it is something to think about!

First, there is no indication that Jesus said this in a con-
demning way but rather as a simple statement of fact. And
he didn't say, “you DO evil,” or, “you WERE evil,” but “you
ARE evil,” a present-tense, ongoing condition.

He also didn't say, “THEY are evil,” but, “YOU are evil”
He wasn't referring to those society considered to be “sin-
ners” like thieves and murderers. He was talking to his
disciples, eleven of whom would become apostles, founda-
tional to the establishing of his church!

Furthermore he didn't say, “you make mistakes and
come short,” rather, “you are EVIL.” Think about that! I am
persuaded that there is a truth wrapped up in those simple
words that is little understood in our day.

Theology that is at all faithful to the Bible recognizes the
truth that mankind is fallen, sinful, and in need of salvation.
You find expressions such as, “the depravity of man,” or
“total depravity.” There are many who embrace these truths
and vigorously defend them, yet I wonder how many really
understand what they claim to believe.

It is one thing to see “mankind” as sinful and depraved;

it is another to look in a mirror and with real spiritual
understanding say, “YOU are evil” “Mankind” is little more
than a vague impersonal concept. The gospel message is
very personal. It applies to YOU as an individual — and to
ME as well.

Naturally, this sounds like a really unpleasant, negative
subject! However, I don't believe it is at all. After all, God
demonstrated his love for us in that “while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us” Rom. 5:8. And don't forget that
Jesus’ words, “you are evil” were preceded by the word
“though” Their condition, though real, was not an obstacle
to the truth he was conveying about prayer and regarding
God as a caring “Father”

But it IS something that needs to be understood. And
the further I go the more things I see that are affected by a
lack of proper understanding. Of course, a relationship with
God is impossible without a basic understanding of this
truth. But many other things are seriously affected as well. It
affects our relationships one with another as believers. It af-
fects how we see sinners in need of salvation. And it deeply

Continued on Page 3

The Sin Unto Death

by C. Parker Thomas

(Editor’s note: This article was originally published in the
January-February ‘83 issue of the Midnight Cry Messenger.)

Text: I John 5:16.

I have observed very little teaching on this subject in the
church world. It is misunderstood by many and avoided by
others who cannot reconcile it with their basic doctrines
and is simply left alone by most churches.

As surely as men die naturally because of the curse of
sin, there is a sin unto death. This is a sin that Christians
commit. Beyond doubt, it is the cause of premature physical
death in the lives of many believers.

This is a truth that cannot be reconciled with the teach-
ing that one can fall away and be lost after experiencing
saving grace. However an insight into this truth will actually
work for good in establishing the believer in his faith.

It magnifies the finished work of Christ in paying for
man'’s sin on the cross. It helps to establish the fact that we
are eternally secure because of the blood that was shed.

And contrary to the opinion that believing one is eter-
nally saved will lead to deliberate sin because we cannot lose

our salvation, this truth has a sanctifying effect upon the
believer. It actually helps the believer to realize that it cer-
tainly does make a difference in how he lives. And although
the cross forever stands between the Christian and eternal
judgment, the believer is made to see that God chastens and
scourges his own because he loves them.

This truth magnifies the grace of God and helps man to
humble himself again and give God all the glory. It takes
away our proclivity to trust in the arm of flesh or think that
we merit God’s favor because of good works or our own
righteousness.

What is the sin unto death? Is it any specific sin? Who
commits it and how often is it committed?

From a study of the scriptures it is clearly evident that
the sin unto death is no one or specific sin. Potentially, any
Christian could commit the sin unto death. I fear it is com-
mitted more frequently than we realize.

Although we need to be careful lest we convey the idea
that premature or untimely deaths among Christians are the
result of the sin unto death, some indeed are. More than we
dare realize or acknowledge, many Christians go to an early
grave because that is the only way God can save them.

Just plain sin which is transgression of the law does not
constitute the sin unto death. If this were the case then all

Continued on page 2
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Editor’s Letter

Dear Saints,

Greetings to all in the wonderful name of
Jesus! It’s more than time for another issue;
perhaps we can catch up some time before
Jesus comes!

Probably a year or more ago the Lord
gave me a message entitled, “Though You
Are Evil,” which ultimately was used on the
TV broadcast. More recently I felt led to
expand that as there are so many very real
issues involved in a proper understanding of
human nature as it relates to the gospel.

Much of the more recent burden has
concerned the principle of legalism and the
terrible fruit it produces. I have encoun-
tered many ministers in my time whose
ministry was characterized by zealously
preaching against sin and exhorting people
to live holy lives.

Of course, that sounds right and many
consider such preaching to be very spiritual.
But is it? Not necessarily. The gospel indeed
deals with sin and holy living but the real
issue is: how is this to be accomplished?
Apart from the grace of God holy living is
impossible! And so sincere people strive
their whole lives trying to do the impossible,
to live for God in their own strength. What
a terrible trap. May God help us to teach
truth in a truly biblical and balanced way.

As I was considering what else to include
in this issue my eyes fell on an old article
by Bro. Thomas entitled, “The Sin Unto
Death! It is indeed a subject not often writ-
ten about yet it is scriptural and something
people need to understand.

Since the last issue was published we had
our November Meeting, this time in South
Carolina. It was a time of rejoicing, fellow-
ship, and much blessing. Once again we
had folks from overseas as well as several
states. Our next meeting will be June 24-27,
this time in Jacksonville, Florida and we
look forward to seeing everyone the Lord
enables to come.

As I think back on the November Meet-
ing the thing that stands out to me was the

The Sin Unto Death

Continued from Page 1

Christians would be guilty of the sin unto
death. According to our text, there is a sin
not unto death and a sin unto death.

The idea or claim of some that Christians
do not sin is simply ridiculous. According
to the word of God, those who make such
claims are deceived and have not the truth
in them. I John 1:8 says, “If we say that we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us”

It will be noted that the apostle John in-
cluded himself in this scriptural statement.
The use of the pronouns we, ourselves and
us included the apostle John himself along
with all other believers. All believers are
guilty of sin or transgression of God’s per-
fect law at some point.

And, because of the universality of sin,
death is a condition that affects the whole
creation. Rom. 5:12, 8:22-23. Except for

burden I shared during an evening service
that was entitled, “Tear Down the Walls”
One of the devil's most effective weapons
against God’s people down through the
ages has been to introduce all manner of
divisions — walls — in order to separate and
make the church ineffective.

Jesus prayed in John 17 that we might be
one yet it seems that there is more division
and confusion than ever. Much of that is
indeed a fruit of real error. Nevertheless,
in spite of the imperfect traditions and dif-
fering doctrinal convictions in many areas,
God has a remnant that are that truly His.

What binds the Body of Christ together
is not that we see eye-to-eye on every detail
but that we are truly born of God’s Spirit.
On that ground we can receive one another
and let God straighten out our convictions!

One example from history is that of John
Wesley and George Whitefield, contempo-
raries, men of very differing convictions in
areas of doctrine — yet both were mightily
used of God! We tend to build walls where
God doesn't.

And surely the devil promotes all manner
of walls between people on a personal level
and these walls greatly hinder the work of
God. May He help us, beginning with our
own hearts, to tear down these walls.

Just a note on the MCM TV broadcast:
we have recently added Denver, Colorado
and Los Angeles, California to the list of cit-
ies where the broadcast is carried locally.

Till next time may God’s rich blessings
be yours.

Your brother in Christ,

Phil Enlow

the Christians who shall be alive at Christ’s
coming, every human being must experi-
ence death in some manner. Some die in
their infancy, some in the prime of life, and
some live to be old before crossing the river
or death. Sooner or later all men die.

Beyond doubt there are many factors
that determine our life span. Some who live
dangerously die early. Some lifestyles or
environments are conducive to long life and
some to a short life. Compared to eternity,
human life is very brief. James says that our
life is as a vapor that appears for a short
time, and then vanishes away.

All laws ordained of God — whether
spiritual or natural — are for our good.
Respect and honor for these laws, generally
speaking, adds health, peace and length of
days to our life. Disrespect for them brings
misery, sickness and early death. Rom. 2:9-
10. Pro. 4:20-22.

These principles affect the quality and
length of human life. However the sin unto
death is the result of flagrant violation
of truth, truth that the person has been
privileged to come into possession of. Many
things are done in ignorance that God
winks at or closes his eyes to. Acts 17:22-30.
Rom. 2:12.

Another thing we need to understand
about the sin unto death is that it is not
simply rejection of abstract truth. Most of
the world is guilty of this type of sin. It is
incarnate truth violated by believers that
constitutes the sin unto death. It is disre-
spect for the embodiment of truth in the
church or Christ come in the flesh.

It is committed by Christians who, by
example or deed, despise and dishonor
the church or God’s people. The servant
of the Lord is often the focal point of this
disrespect. It is not the God of history, God
of the sky or God of the prophetic future. It
is God that would entreat and instruct them
through anointed flesh.

This is why Satan works so diligently
to discredit and set at naught the human
embodiment of truth. It is when men are
confronted with truth that they become
responsible. Jesus said, “If I had not come
and spoken unto them, they had not had
sin: but now they have no cloak for their
sin” John 15:22.

I might add that the unpardonable sin is
also committed by men who are in personal
contact with those in whom the Spirit of
truth dwells. However, the unpardonable
sin is not to be confused with the sin unto
death.

Although similar, the spirit and attitude
of the person involved is different. The sin
unto death can be committed by a Christian

who is caught in Satan’s web through some
weakness of the flesh. Being overcome by
his flesh the Christian still believes and has
a certain amount of reverence in his heart
toward God. Peter’s denial of Christ is a
good example. Matt. 26:69-75.

The spirit of the unbeliever that commits
the unpardonable sin reaches a place of
intolerant disrespect against the Holy Spirit.
This, continued, reaches a point of rebellion
and hardness of heart where the person
despises and blasphemes the Holy Spirit.

Thank God our salvation is not depen-
dent upon don'ts and do’s of any kind of law.
If it were we would not be saved by grace
through faith. Man'’s inability to keep the law
makes it necessary that he be saved by grace.

But the sin unto death has nothing to do
with salvation. It is a very severe form of
divine chastisement upon a child of God.
Such judgment usually comes after repeated
warnings and much effort to reconcile such
aone.

I might add that many Christians are
temporarily overcome by sin that do not
commit the sin unto death. Some are
delivered from a condition that, if persisted
in, would lead to the sin unto death. An
example of one who was delivered from
the sin unto death by the implementation
of this truth is found in first and second
Corinthians.

The case in point is found in I Cor. 5:1-13.
This was a case of immorality in which a
church member was living with his father’s
wife. Although the scripture gives no detail,
this was probably a younger woman who
was married to the man’s father. Being
commonly known, this sin brought great
reproach on Christ and the church before
the world. Paul rebuked the church for not
expelling the guilty man from their midst
and instructed them to turn him over to
Satan for destruction of the flesh that the
spirit might be saved in the day of the
Lord Jesus. Had this been carried out to its
logical conclusion, we would have a classic
example of the sin unto death.

However, it is obvious from II Cor. 6:1-11
that this man repented when the church
took action and was restored to fellowship.
This is the ultimate purpose of all judgment
involving a believer.

We also learn from this and other scrip-
tures that it is the duty of the church to ex-
ercise judgment when needed. I Cor. 6:1-8.
Think of the honor and respect God has for
the church in that he personally withholds
judgment and waits for the church to act. I
Cor. 6:1-5.

In process of time God will sovereignly

Continued on Page 3
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visit judgment upon his people when it is
needed and there is no one to act. Heb.
10:30 says, “For we know him that hath
said. Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will
recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The
Lord shall judge his people”

A scriptural example of the sin unto
death being sovereignly administered is
found in I Cor. 11:29-32. The issue here
was failure to observe the Lord’s supper in
a reverential manner. In fact it was being
observed by many with total disregard and
disrespect for the occasion. Drunkenness,
gluttony, strife and division were rampant.

Because of this lack of discernment of
the Lord’s body in a reverential manner,
Paul said, “For this cause many are weak
and sickly among you, and many sleep.

For if we would judge ourselves, we should
not be judged, but when we are judged, we
are chastened of the Lord, that we should
not be condemned with the world.” I Cor.
11:30-32.

Some were weak, sickly and some had
died because they failed to judge themselves.
This was God’s way of chastening them that
they not be condemned with the world.

This simply confirms Heb. 12:6-8 which
says, “For whom the Lord loveth he chaste-
neth, and scourgeth every son whom he re-
ceiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth
with you as with sons; for what son is he
whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be
without chastisement, whereof all are partak-
ers, then are ye bastards, and not sons

Although God’s children are eternally
secure in Christ, they are watched over by
the Lord who chastens his own when neces-
sary. And chastening is always according to
the light the person has. Luke 12:47-48 says,
“And that servant, which knew his lord’s
will, and prepared not himself, neither did
according to his will, shall be beaten with
many stripes. But he that knew not, and did
commit things worthy of stripes, shall be
beaten with few stripes. For unto whomso-
ever much is given, of him shall be much
required: and to whom men have commit-
ted much, of him they will ask the more”

I am sure that judgment in the early
church was swift and sure against the
flagrant transgressor. An example of this is
found in Acts 5:1-11. There were no lengthy
debates or delays when Ananias and Sap-
phira conspired together concerning the
sale of their property and lied to the Holy
Ghost in the process.

This judgment took place before the
whole church as Peter, directed by the Holy

Spirit, administered judgment in the form
of the sin unto death. Such judgment today
would wipe out the average church. Since
the keys of the kingdom were given to the
church, God expects the church to execute
judgment when it is necessary. This, of
course, is not possible in most instances
because the church has no conception of
these things.

Where there is no church to act, the Lord
will sovereignly execute judgment when
needed. And in some instances where there
is no functioning body God will use the
ministry in executing judgment. Paul exer-
cised this prerogative in turning Hymenaeus
and Alexander over to Satan that they might
learn not to blaspheme. I Tim. 1:20.

This, of course, is not just any ministry.
It would include Spirit-filled, foundational
ministries with discernment. A good ex-
ample of apostolic execution of judgment is
found in Acts 13:6-12.

Although this was an evil man and obvi-
ously an unbeliever, he was resisting the
Holy Spirit and seeking to turn a man away
from God. This one thing that brings swift
judgment upon men is dishonor and resis-
tance to the work of the Holy Spirit.

However, God is long suffering and
patiently works with his people to restore
them if at all possible. And his judgment is
just. The punishment always suits the crime.
Gal. 6:7-8 is still true. “Be not deceived;
God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that
soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting”

Most of the judgment that comes upon
us for disobedience does not result in the
sin unto death. In fact most of God’s judg-
ment is remedial and results in correction,
which is as it should be.

It is our heavenly Father chastening us
because we are his sons. The reason is that
we might bring forth the peaceable fruit of
righteousness. Heb. 12:11.

The most severe judgment of the wicked
awaits the day of judgment when all men
shall give an account to God. Rev. 20:11-15.
Actually, the wicked often prosper and fare
well in this life. This is something difficult
for the righteous to understand until their
eyes are opened to the truth. Psalm 73 gives
us a contrasting picture of the righteous and
the wicked.

Even the wicked reap certain temporal
blessings when they respect and observe
divine principles. And God can judge them
severely when their affront becomes a chal-
lenge to the Almighty.

The principle of sowing and reaping

applies to the righteous and the wicked

and covers time and eternity. For example,
there are multitudes of people enmeshed in
false religious systems that are good moral
people but they are lost because they do not
know Christ. These people often live long,
healthy lives and prosper in this world, but
they are lost so far as eternity is concerned.

There are others today that are reaping
the iniquities of their fathers who hated
God. Ex. 20:4. Whole nations are enslaved
by false religious systems that originated
with one person who loved not the truth
that he might be saved. II Tim. 2:10-12.
Lucifer’s rebellion against God led to the
fall of angels and man and brought sickness,
suffering and death to the whole universe.

Because of the curse of sin the whole
created universe, including man, living
creatures, the earth and even the stars, is
not clean in His sight. This present creation
will be destroyed and all things will be made
new. In the meantime neither the environ-
mentalists, the ERA, democracy, commu-
nism, the Vatican nor the National Council
of Churches have the answer.

The Lord gives us his answer through
John on the Isle of Patmos.

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth:
for the first heaven and the first earth were
passed away; and there was no more sea.

“And I John saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband.

“And I heard a great voice out of heaven
saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is
with men, and he will dwell with them, and
they shall be his people, and God himself
shall be with them, and be their God.

And God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes; and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
there be any more pain: for the former
things are passed away.

“And he that sat upon the throne said,
Behold, I make all things new. And he said
unto me, write: for these words are true and
faithful.

“And he said unto me, It is done. I am
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the
end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the
fountain of the water of life freely.

“He that overcometh shall inherit all
things; and I will be his God, and he shall be
my son.

“But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the
abominable, and murderers, and whore-
mongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and
all liars, shall have their part in the lake
which burneth with fire and brimstone:
which is the second death” Rev. 21:1-8. ]
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affects preaching. The gospel of Christ is

meant to lead to joy and freedom. Far too
often what is preached leaves people in a

state of fear and bondage.

How God Sees Us

And so, let’s begin with a brief overview
of how God sees the true condition of
humanity. But let’s also, as we do, remember
that these truths apply to US as individuals.

We are reminded in Rom. 5:12 that “sin
entered the world through one man” Of
course, Paul was referring to Adam’s disobe-
dience recorded in Genesis 3. His disobedi-
ence was a deliberate choice to rebel against
God’s clear command and we are still living
with the terrible results.

As God had warned it wasn't just sin that
entered the world but “death through sin”
As the very life Adam and Eve had received
from God became “infected” with the
principle of sin its very nature changed and
the process of inevitable death began. Adam
lived a long life — but he died.

Rom. 5:12 goes on to say, “in this way
death came to all men.” Every one of Adam’s
descendants inherited this sin-infected life
we call “human nature” and all are subject
to death.

Now if the verse were to end there we
might suppose that we are all being pun-
ished because Adam sinned. But, of course,
that is not so. The verse concludes, “because
all sinned”

Some people think we are sinners be-
cause we commit sins. They want to believe
that they are basically good, but that they
simply make mistakes and have weaknesses.
They see sin as mere shortcomings affecting
their outward behavior. After all, they say,
“Nobody’s perfect”

But consider the event recorded in Luke
18 where the man we call the “rich young
ruler” addressed Jesus as “good teacher”
What was Jesus’ reply? In Luke 18:19, he
said, “Why do you call me good?’ Jesus
answered. ‘No one is good — except God
alone’™ His reply went far beyond mere
questions of behavior to the true character
of human nature.

Good People?

[ seem to remember an interview follow-
ing the 9/11 terrorist attack in New York
in which a prominent Christian was asked,
“Why do bad things happen to good peo-
ple?” The answer given was the correct one:
“There are no good people.” In the world we

Continued on Page 4
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devise standards by which we regard some
people as “good” and others as “bad”” But
God’s standard is the one that matters and
we all fall short of that. He IS the standard,
and He IS perfect.

The truth is that we are not sinners
because we commit sins; rather we commit
sins because we are sinners. Some may
restrain the outward expression of their na-
tures more than others but everyone has the
same essential evil nature. We are the ones
who make differences among people.

The truth about ourselves is made clear in
the events of Noah'’s day. Following Adam’s
fall the human race degenerated into sinful-
ness until in Noah’s day only he and his
family remained true to God. Despite God’s
efforts to “contend with man” (Gen. 6:3), we
find man’s wickedness described in verse 5
as “great”” From God’s point of view, “every
inclination of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil all the time”” Apart from Noah and
his family, the human race had so embraced
evil, shutting their hearts to God’s voice,
that judgment was the only remedy.

After the flood we find God making a
promise in Gen. 8:21, “Never again will
I curse the ground because of man, even
though every inclination of his heart is evil
from childhood”” Again we see that our prob-
lem is not one of behavior but of the heart.

In Mark 7:21-23, Jesus made that exact
point. He was commenting on the idea the
Pharisees promoted that being “clean” or
“unclean” in God’s sight had to do with their
rules about such things as eating and drink-
ing and other outward things.

But Jesus said, “For from within, out of
men’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual
immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed,
malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, ar-
rogance and folly. All these evils come from

u

inside and make a man ‘unclean’

All Alike

The Jews of Paul’s day made a huge dif-
ference between themselves and Gentiles
when it came to being considered righteous
in God’s eyes. But Rom. 3:9-18 sums up the
truth.

“What shall we conclude then? Are we
any better? Not at all! We have already made
the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are
all under sin. As it is written: “There is no
one righteous, not even one; there is no one
who understands, no one who seeks God.
All have turned away, they have together
become worthless; there is no one who does
good, not even one!

“Their throats are open graves; their
tongues practice deceit! “The poison of vipers
is on their lips’ “Their mouths are full of
cursing and bitterness’ “Their feet are swift to
shed blood; ruin and misery mark their ways,
and the way of peace they do not know!
“There is no fear of God before their eyes*

That’s a pretty bleak picture. And, re-
member, Paul is talking about you and me!
Note also that he included himself by ask-
ing, “Are WE any better?” The truth is that if
God were to completely withdraw His influ-
ence from humanity the world would be far
more terrible than it already is. We would
live and die as intelligent beasts, pursuing
our own lusts, and never once think about
God. It is because of His mercy alone that
He has not left us to that awful fate.

Ignorance?

But suppose we were to inform people of
what God requires? Wouldn't that help? Af-
ter all He can’t blame us for being ignorant.
Unfortunately that wouldn't help at all.

In Rom. 8:7-8 Paul says, “the sinful mind
is hostile to God. It does not submit to
God’s law, nor can it do so. Those controlled
by the sinful nature cannot please God” Hu-
man nature is basically hostile to God and
godliness and CANNOT please God. We
have neither the desire nor even the ability
to please Him. We are, by nature, enemies
to all that is truly good.

The Unseen Kingdom

But it gets worse. Eph. 2:1-3 reminds us:
“As for you, you were dead in your trans-
gressions and sins, in which you used to live
when you followed the ways of this world
and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air,
the spirit who is now at work in those who
are disobedient. All of us also lived among
them at one time, gratifying the cravings of
our sinful nature and following its desires
and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by
nature objects of wrath” Note that Paul
includes himself in all this.

We do not live in a neutral world. The
unseen realm is populated by a kingdom
of wicked spirits completely devoted to
keeping mankind in a prison house of sin.
Col. 1:13 refers to this as the “dominion of
darkness”

Thus the true picture of the human con-
dition is far worse than merely “bleak”; it
is utterly hopeless. In ourselves we have no
goodness whatever. By nature we love what
God hates and hate what He loves. And
even if wanted to change — which we don't
— we have no ability to do so.

That leaves only one possible answer: if
our situation is to change, God must act.

Ways God Strives with Men

It is evident that before the flood of
Noah'’s day God was “striving” with men,
that is, He had worked in various ways to
turn them from their descent into wicked-
ness. It was only when there was no more
capacity for response that judgment came.
This “striving” continues in our day and
takes several forms.

One form is the witness of creation. It
takes a willful blindness not to see that there
is a Creator behind the wonders we observe
in the universe. Paul, in Rom. 1:20 says,

“... since the creation of the world God’s
invisible qualities — his eternal power and
divine nature — have been clearly seen, be-
ing understood from what has been made,
so that men are without excuse”

The pull of their earthly lusts causes men
to close their eyes to this witness, suppress-
ing it, even claiming to be wise in so doing.
In reality they become fools. Rom. 1:22, 2
Pet. 2:3.

Rom. 1:24-25 continues, “Therefore God
gave them over in the sinful desires of their
hearts to sexual impurity for the degrad-
ing of their bodies with one another. They
exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and
worshiped and served created things rather
than the Creator — who is forever praised.
Amen’

Thus through nature itself the voice of
God reaches out to lost humanity, reprov-
ing sin.

Another way God speaks is through the
voice of conscience. Rom. 2:14-15. God has
placed in everyone’s heart a voice that gives
them an inward sense of right and wrong.
This voice does not come from a supposed
“good” part of human nature; there is no
good part — and — this voice is a reproof
of the desires of human nature. Our nature
does not work againt itself! And the voice
surely does not come from the devil! Rather
it is another witness by which God seeks to
draw the hearts of men back to Himself.

Can you imagine a world in which there
was no sense of right and wrong, good and
evil, at all? It would be a world such as that
imagined in history by Charles Darwin, a
world of bloody struggle and death, a world
where the strong ruthlessly rule over the
weak, where only the “fittest” survive. It
is only the mercy of God that there is any
restraint against evil at all.

God has also borne witness to mankind
through various acts of judgment against
wickedness such as Noah’s flood, the
destruction of Sodom, the destruction of
Pharaoh’s army at the Red Sea, and many
others. In each case the consequences of
continuing in pride and wickedness became

apparent to all who knew of these judg-
ments. Psalm 105:7.

And, of course, the witness of the gospel
beginning with Pentecost has been a most
specific call to men to turn from their wick-
edness and to avail themselves of a perfect
provision for full salvation. In the gospel the
truth of how God has acted — in spite of
man’s wickedness — is revealed. The cross
of Christ and his resurrection have become
the focal point of the only hope mankind
has to escape judgment to come. What we
could not do for ourselves, God has done.

Only eternity will reveal all of the ways
God has spoken to men, striving with them
to turn them from evil. Some of these are
the general ways mentioned above, but
God also deals with people in very personal
ways through circumstances and speaking
to them in their hearts. As Heb. 3:7-8 says,
“Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden
your hearts ...”

The Human Response

So how do men respond? Two broad
categories of response come to mind. Paul
refers to the first in Romans 1, a response of
suppression and deliberate rebellion. It can
and does lead to a place where the voice of
conscience is silenced and men have been
“turned over” to the darkness and sin they
have persistently chosen. The sense of right
and wrong has been perverted in favor of
their cherished lusts. They call good evil,
and evil good, inventing their own self-
serving “moral” code. Isaiah 5:20.

But most men recognize some kind of
value system that is outside of themselves.
When Adam and Eve had sinned, one effect
was that they became conscious of their na-
kedness and they felt shame for the first time.
However, their reaction was not to defiantly
declare that nakedness was a good thing,
rather they made aprons out of fig leaves.
Their action typifies what humanity has done
in one form or another ever since. The broad
expression for this is “self-righteousness”

The standard by which this form of
“righteousness” is measured may come
from religion, society, philosophy, fam-
ily, or any combination of these. People
learn acceptable behavior, typically in their
younger years, by way of example, repeti-
tion, discipline, and sometimes through the
consequences of violating the standard!

In this way people generally become
“civilized” and able to function as part of
a society. In this way they have a seeming
“goodness,” both in their own eyes and in
the eyes of others. Their outward behavior
(mostly) conforms to the standard. As in the

Continued on Page S
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case of the fig leaves, the shamefulness of
their true nature is covered up.

Of course, there is no improvement in
their actual nature. In fact, since pride is
the very essence of sinful human nature,
self-righteousness, far from correcting the
problem, actually makes it worse. The pride-
ful result is nothing less than evil pretend-
ing to be good!

The one most deceived by self-righteous-
ness is self! It enables people to look in the
mirror and be totally blind to what God
sees. He doesn't see as we do. We look at
the outside, but He looks at the heart. 1
Sam. 16:7. Remember what Jer. 17:9 says:
“The heart is deceitful above all things and
beyond cure. Who can understand it?”

One of the clearest examples of self-righ-
teousness is that of the Pharisees of Jesus’
day. They had taken the Law of Moses and
re-worked it into a rigid religion of external
behavior and ritual. Everything they did was
meant to convince others — and them-
selves — that they were righteous, specially
regarded by God.

Jesus rightly called them “hypocrites,’
quoting from Isaiah: “These people honor
me with their lips, but their hearts are far
from me. They worship me in vain; their
teachings are but rules taught by men”
Matt. 15:8-9.

That is the essence of self-righteousness.
It is based on “rules taught by men,” and
sometimes even on rules devised by the
individuals themselves!

But the truth about ourselves is that no
matter what “rules” are followed, even ones
given us by God Himself, we are totally
incapable of living up to them and achieving
righteousness through any form of self-
effort. Remember Rom. 8:7-8.

Nonetheless human nature will drive
men to cover their spiritual “nakedness”
with some sort of self-righteousness and so
delude themselves as to their true condition.

Coming to terms with our true need is
the very foundation of salvation. I rejoice in
the finished work of the cross and the glory
of the resurrection but these truths have no
real significance to one who does not see his
need. No one can bring his own righteous-
ness to God and expect to be received.

Becoming Aware of Our Need

Thus the first need in a sinner is for
“conviction” A conviction is a deeply-held
belief. In this case it is a belief that results
from God working with the heart to reveal
the truth about the sinner’s need.

This is not a mere intellectual matter.
There are those who have been convinced of
the doctrine of man’s depravity without ever
truly seeing it in themselves. Conviction
does not come from intellectual argument,
or from emotional preaching. It must come
directly to the heart by the work of the
Spirit of God.

Real conviction bypasses a man’s de-
fenses. If tears away the fig leaves and shows
him the truth. One result of divine convic-
tion is shame and sorrow. Excuses are gone.
The faults of others become irrelevant. It
is the only path to repentance — a total
reversal of direction. In 2 Cor. 7:10, Paul
wrote, “Godly sorrow brings repentance
that leads to salvation and leaves no regret,
but worldly sorrow brings death.”

When God brings a sinner to true re-
pentance, all illusions of goodness are gone,
leaving only need and a desire for mercy. A
sinner does not draw upon some supposed
“goodness” to “choose” Christ and the gos-
pel as though he is a kind of salesman ped-
dling a better product. There is a real choice
but it is not based on goodness but the very
opposite; it is the renunciation of any claim
to goodness and an appeal for mercy based
upon the promise and provision of another.
It is not “rising to a challenge” but simple
surrender.

This kind of choice is only possible where
God is at work by His Spirit. That is what
“grace” is. It is God acting and provid-
ing both the motivation and the ability by
which a sinner repents and believes. None
of this comes from within the sinner so he
has nothing to boast about. Eph. 2:8-9. It
is simply surrender to God’s saving power
through Christ. This inability is the reason
we are told to call upon him while he is
near. Isaiah 55:6.

How could such a thing possibly be un-
less God takes the initiative and acts — or
unless a sinner is truly brought by divine
revelation to a knowledge of his need?

Examples given by Jesus include the tax
collector praying in the temple and also the
“prodigal son” In contrast to the Pharisee,
who bragged about his goodness, the tax
collector demonstrated the genuine convic-
tion and shame he felt over his need and
simply prayed, “God, have mercy on me,

a sinner” Luke 18:13. His words conveyed
more than the simple English word, “mercy”
The word in the Greek was an appeal for an
atonement based upon sacrifice, an appeal
that recognized no other basis by which to
approach a holy God. He was received.

The prodigal son in Luke 15 had aban-
doned all sense of worthiness, even to be
considered his father’s son and it was in that

spirit that he returned. What a wonderful
picture of our Heavenly Father’s love we
have in that he was totally received as a son
and his return celebrated.

The Need for a Divine Encounter

All true conviction is basically a “divine
encounter” This encounter may be very
quiet and personal or it can be much more
dramatic. AND, the conviction that comes
from encountering God in a personal way
isn’t confined to unbelievers. Often it is the
only way forward spiritually for believers
as well.

Isaiah was a prophet of God sent to warn
the backsliding and sinful nation of Israel.
In chapter 5 we find him over and over
again pronouncing “woe” to those guilty of
various sins. The danger in this is that we
begin to see ourselves as “good” and others
as “bad”

In Chapter 6 we see the Lord opening
Isaiah’s eyes to the truth. I am persuaded
that this vision of himself was utterly neces-
sary in preparing him to utter the glorious
prophecies we find later in the book.

Isaiah is caught up and sees the Lord
seated on a throne, high and lifted up.
Angelic beings continually proclaim his
holiness. The entire scene is one of glory
and absolute purity.

The Lord did not need to point out Isa-
iah’s uncleanness; he felt it — instantly. Now
it was no longer woe to others but “woe to
me.” It is one thing to compare ourselves
with other human beings but one genuine
divine encounter is enough to dispel any
illusion of goodness we may have.

In this encounter we see the Lord
providing the solution to Isaiah’s need. He
didn’t command Isaiah to “try harder” or to
“straighten up and fly right”! Rather a coal
from the altar touched Isaiah’s lips and the
Lord told him, “your guilt is taken away and
your sin atoned for”” The altar represented
a place of sacrifice and pointed forward to
the cross where our sin and guilt were dealt
with once and for all.

The Lord had an important job for Isaiah
but for it to be effective Isaiah needed to
see himself in a true light, as a sinner just
as much in need of God’s mercy as those to
whom he ministered.

After Job had been allowed to come
through a terrible time of testing and
questioning, the Lord revealed Himself to
Job in a special way. Job and his supposed
comforters had just engaged in a long theo-
logical debate about sin and righteousness
and Job had steadfastly clung to a belief in
his own righteousness.

But when God’s revelation came he said,

“My ears had heard of you but now my eyes
have seen you. Therefore I despise myself
and repent in dust and ashes.” Job 42:5-6.

Throughout the scriptures we see this
kind of reaction in those who have an
encounter with God, or even with an angel:
Moses, Joshua, Gideon, Daniel, Ezekiel,
Peter, James, John, and many others.

This is why Jesus was hated and feared
by the religious leaders of his day. John 1:4
tells us, “In him was life, and that life was
the light of men” In John 3:19-20 Jesus told
Nicodemus, “This is the verdict: Light has
come into the world, but men loved dark-
ness instead of light because their deeds
were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the
light, and will not come into the light for
fear that his deeds will be exposed”

All it took was for men to be exposed to
God’s life expressed in Christ and their “fig
leaves” were torn away, their delusions of
righteousness exposed. And most hated him
for it — especially the religious folks!

As we have said, the truth about our-
selves is a necessary foundation for any
relationship with God. What we ARE is the
very thing we need saving FROM. Jesus
didn't die to enable us to feel better about
ourselves or to fulfill our earthly desires;
he died to deliver us from the dominion of
darkness and give us a brand new life — one
with an eternal future!

People may become connected with
churches for many reasons but a divine
revelation of their true need is the only
thing that will open a door to being “con-
nected” to God and His kingdom. Becoming
“religious” is no substitute for real salvation.
Until a man truly sees himself as a shameful
unworthy sinner he will never know God.

Not all will humble themselves before
a revelation of their need, but for those
who do, what a glorious door of hope is
opened! Instead of feeling guilty, hopeless,
and humiliated he finds forgiveness, hope,
acceptance, and love. Fear gives way to joy
and peace.

What no man can do for himself, God
has done perfectly and completely through
His Son. Trying gives way to trusting.
Everything needed for a sinner to be trans-
formed into a saint who will feel at home
in a place such as Isaiah saw in his vision is
fully provided.

This Truth Matters to Christians Too
Obviously, then, the first and greatest
reason why this truth about ourselves mat-
ters is simply that salvation is impossible
without it. But that is only the beginning.
This truth is equally foundational to the
Continued on Page 6
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Christian life. The moment we forget what
we are in ourselves we get off track and the
results are not good.

Col. 2:6-7 says, “So then, just as you
received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue
to live in him, rooted and built up in him,
strengthened in the faith as you were
taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.”

Receiving Christ Jesus as Lord involves
coming to a place of utter need and turning
completely to him in faith to meet that
need. According to Paul, the Christian life is
lived the same way. We are just as unable to
live a godly life in the strength of our human
nature as we were to gain acceptance with
God in the first place.

The Danger of Self Confidence

The simple fact is that coming to Christ
in saving faith does not improve human
nature in the least. It remains just as evil as
it ever was. Our “default setting” as human
beings is to trust in ourselves, our strength,
our ability, our wisdom, etc. Learning NOT
to depend upon ourselves is a long and
sometimes painful process. Jesus reminds
us in John 15:5 that, “apart from me you can
do nothing” It is easy to read that and not
really understand that he was talking about
Us!

Paul refers to one such painful lesson
in 2 Cor. 1:8-9 where he writes, “We were
under great pressure, far beyond our ability
to endure, so that we despaired even of life.
Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of
death. But this happened that we might not
rely on ourselves but on God, who raises
the dead”

In Phil. 3 Paul warned believers of teach-
ers who clung to the Jewish law with its
rituals and observances, like the circumci-
sion of male infants. In verse 3 he said, “For
it is we who are the circumcision, we who
worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in
Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in
the flesh”

Note that last part — “who put no
confidence in the flesh” Everything in Paul’s
background had taught him to trust in reli-
gious zeal and law-keeping, not to mention
the fact that he was a Jew and not a Gentile.
After he encountered Christ he saw the
worthlessness of these things and discarded
them like garbage in favor of the righteous-
ness that was from God and that was to be
gained by faith in Christ.

But when you read the whole passage
it becomes evident that Paul is not talking
about a simple one-time salvation “event”

but rather a new way of life. His aim in life
was to enter into a real practical experi-
ence of the new life he had been given. He
learned that living the new life could not

be done with human ability. In fact it could
only be done as he died to his human ability
and put his whole trust in Christ’s life.

Sour Milk

I mentioned that human nature cannot
be improved. In a way it is like milk that
has been left out too long and has become
sour. There are living organisms that have
invaded the milk and corrupted it. It is
spoiled, changed throughout. There is no
way to “un-sour” it. It can only be discarded
and replaced.

That is what salvation is about. It is the
process of replacing human nature with di-
vine nature. Human nature has been spoiled
by sin to the point it cannot be fixed. But in
Christ God gives us “milk” that cannot spoil
— ever! How foolish is it that we continue
to rely upon the “sour milk” of human na-
ture as we live out our earthly lives. Yet how
easily do we do it!

Carelessness

Carelessness and self-confidence are dan-
gerous things in spiritual matters. After Paul
pointed out some Old Testament examples
he said in 1 Cor. 10:12, “So, if you think you
are standing firm, be careful that you don't
fall?” Thankfully, this verse is followed up
with a promise of God’s faithfulness in life’s
trials but the warning is a very real one.

David, a man after God’s own heart, got
in such a careless state that he committed
adultery and murder — and wasn't even
conscious that he had done wrong until
the prophet faced him with it. His repen-
tance, recorded in Psalm 51, was deep and
genuine, but there were a lot of painful
consequences.

Peter was very sure of himself when Jesus
warned him what was coming after his
arrest. Peter didn't believe him, didn't pray,
and grievously failed, denying three times
that he even knew Jesus. It's wonderful that
he found a place of forgiveness but there is a
lesson there for all of us.

Self-confidence is as natural as breath-
ing, but it is part of the problem, not the
solution! Prov. 28:26 says, “He who trusts
in himself is a fool, but he who walks in
wisdom is kept safe” I'm afraid I've been a
fool far too often! How about you?

The Absurdity of Legalism

Very closely related to this is the kind
of preaching I referred to earlier that
puts people in bondage, namely legalism.

Legalism tends to equate godly living with
“rules-to-live-by.” Like the Pharisees of old
the religion of the legalist is based on rules
made up by men.

Few would try to take us back under the
law of Moses but there is a tendency in
some circles to see the New Testament as a
book of rules and commandments to live up
to. There are those who even teach essen-
tially that we are saved by grace but kept by
our works. If we aren’t careful we can lose
our salvation.

One of the most ridiculous examples I
heard of occurred many years ago when
Bro. Thomas and a few others visited a
“revival” service in one such church. The
evangelist spent his entire message preach-
ing energetically against things he regarded
as sinful. A lot of it had to do with how
people dressed.

Then he got to women'’s hair. He railed on
and on about how evil it was for women to
cut their hair. At one point he said some-
thing like, “You women who have cut your
hair, you had better PRAY that it grows
out before the rapture or you won't go!” It
would be almost comical if it weren't for the
fact that some people believe like that! How
tragic.

It is a religion of do’s and don’ts. And
someone who spends most of their time
preaching against sin can scare people into
very emotional “altar” services where they
repent and resolve to do better. And all
they do is go round and round, like Samson
grinding at the mill.

The problem with that kind of rule-
based religion is that it depends on human
strength. “Here is what it means to be godly;
now go do it — or else!” People are left
trying, failing, feeling guilty and fearful, re-
penting, resolving to try harder, and failing
again. And round and round it goes. [ have
no doubt that among such are some very
sincere people, but what a terrible trap.

And it’s all based on a lie. It makes no
sense to convey to people that they must
live up to a standard of some sort in order
to gain or keep God’s favor — if it is im-
possible for us to live for God in our own
strength! It is a prescription for frustration,
bondage, and failure.

Paul himself had to learn this the hard
way. All of his upbringing had taught him
that zealously obeying God’s laws was the
path to godliness. Romans 7 reveals his
experience of trying to serve God that way.

Rom. 7:14-20 says, “We know that the
law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as
a slave to sin. I do not understand what I do.
For what I want to do I do not do, but what
I hate I do. And if I do what I do not want

to do, I agree that the law is good. As it is, it
is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin
living in me.

“I know that nothing good lives in me,
that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the
desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry
it out. For what I do is not the good I want
to do; no, the evil I do not want to do — this
I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not
want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it
is sin living in me that does it”

His conclusion as to what is happening is
in verse 23: “I see another law at work in the
members of my body, waging war against
the law of my mind and making me a
prisoner of the law of sin at work within my
members.” That “law” Paul discovered was
simply the sin nature he was born into this
world with that made it impossible for him
to serve God through keeping laws.

Law Actually Strengthens Sin

But that’s not all. Far from helping,
preaching law in any form actually makes
the problem worse! Back in Rom. 7:10 Paul
said, “I found that the very commandment
that was intended to bring life actually
brought death”

In 1 Cor. 15:56 Paul said, “the strength of
sin is the law” Human nature is such that
if you attempt to impose righteous laws it
rises up in rebellion. The hold of sin actually
becomes stronger! Think about that!

God uses the law to show us our need
but salvation is by grace. Grace is divine life
and ability that God gives. Where people
live by that life instead of by “trying harder
righteousness happens. Rom. 8:1-4. Human
nature can produce only sin. Divine life can
produce only righteousness. Understanding
that is critical, both for godly living and for
fruitful preaching.

It opens a real door of hope, not in any-
thing of ourselves but in an ongoing experi-
ence of God’s grace. Godly living becomes
a matter of faith in a continual supply of
divine help that enables us — from the
inside — to be the kind of people He wants
us to be.

A crude illustration of this would be fly-
ing. It would be ridiculous to expect a man
to fly. He is subject to a law called gravity
that holds him down. No matter how hard
he tries or how high he jumps, gravity will
always win.

Then one day he quits trying to fly and
commits himself to an airplane. Does that
do away with gravity? Of course not! It sim-
ply introduces a power that is able to over-
come the pull of gravity. The power is not in
the man himself but in the plane. He cannot

Continued on Page 7
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look down on all the earth-bound people
and say, “Look at me; I can fly. What's the
matter with you?” And if he should be so
deluded as to step out of the plane, gravity
will immediately take over.

The power to live the Christian life
comes always and completely from the life
of Christ within. We can never take credit
for it or suppose that our old nature is now
gone and we have somehow become “good”

But that is exactly what so easily hap-
pens. A person comes to Christ and their
life is changed, cleaned up, and they very
subtly begin to think of themselves as
“good.” Sadly, the other side of that “coin” is
that they begin to think of others as “bad,
forgetting that their human nature hasn’t
changed a bit.

Honesty in the Pulpit

Far too many preachers carefully main-
tain an image before their people of some-
one who has achieved a certain amount of
spiritual stature and godliness. But what is
conveyed to the people, perhaps without
the preacher intending to, is a picture of
spiritual attainment through willpower and
sincere self-effort.

The people are left feeling that the
preacher is “above” them and “better” and if
only they would try harder they could reach
his advanced level. And so they get on the
spiritual “treadmill” of self-effort and failure
and wonder why it is that way. Or, they give
up and resign themselves to being sort of
“second-class” Christians.

But if preachers would be continually
aware that they stand by grace alone and
not by any sort of spiritual “achievement”
it would transform their ministry. So many
are afraid that if people were to see their hu-
manity that they would lose respect.

I'm certainly not talking about a preacher
deliberately living a life of sin but rather a
degree of honesty in conveying the truth
that he fights the same battles as his hear-
ers, that he is in need of the same grace that
they are. They need to know that the answer
is not in any sort of human effort but in a
greater reliance upon the abundant grace
of God.

Paul was certainly not shy about this.

He did not lift himself as one who had “at-
tained” a high place in God through his own
efforts! Quite the opposite. There is a won-
derful honesty in his words in Phil. 3:12-14.

“Not that I have already obtained all
this, or have already been made perfect,
but I press on to take hold of that for which

Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do
not consider myself yet to have taken hold
of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is
behind and straining toward what is ahead,
I press on toward the goal to win the prize
for which God has called me heavenward in
Christ Jesus”

And so it was in that spirit that he en-
couraged his readers to follow his example.
Listen to his words in 2 Cor. 11:29-30:
“Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who

is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn?
If I must boast, I will boast of the things that
show my weakness.

How many preachers talk like that? Again
it was not that Paul gave in to a life of sin
but rather that he needed the same grace of
God that his hearers and readers needed.
They could genuinely identify with him and
find hope in the gospel he preached.

Self-righteousness in the pulpit magni-
fies only self and puts people into terrible
bondage. It does not glorify Christ but the
preacher. It may even make him a celebrity
among men but it does not serve Christ nor
his kingdom.

Self-Righteousness in the Pew

But self-righteousness also affects the
people “in the pews” — in many ways. They
begin to think of godliness as a standard
of behavior: godly people do certain things
and don’t do others. It is simply a form of
legalism.

Even if there is some truth in the stan-
dard adopted, that kind of thinking far too
easily produces the feeling that “I am good
and you are not” Why not? You don’t con-
form to my standard!

The Christian life is a process of being
conformed to an IMAGE, not a standard.
That image is Christ. A standard is nothing
but a bunch of rules. When we are con-
formed to the image of Christ rules are not
necessary. We become more and more like
him. Godliness happens!

One fruit of standards-based thinking is a
judgmentalism. When we see someone who
doesn’t “follow our rules” we look down on
them critically and negatively.

Can you not see the fountain from which
this flows? It certainly doesn’t come from
Christ. It is nothing but the same sort of
self-righteousness we see in the world and it
flows from our fallen human nature.

Every believer is a “work-in-process.” We
have different weaknesses and needs. God’s
design is that we love one another and be a
source of strength, help, and encouragement
in the process of being made like Christ.

Often the one doing the judging has a
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How Do You Know You Are Right? By Phil Enlow

A spiritual challenge. A study of spiritual knowledge and how it is acquired. This is an area
of critical importance in this hour of spiritual darkness and deception. We cannot afford to
blindly rest in tradition. Suggested Price - $4.00

Immortality, By Phil Enlow
What does the Bible teach about immortality, the future of unbelievers, the future of God’s
people? From the eight-part series in the MCM. Suggested Price - $5.00.

The Keys of the Kingdom, by C. Parker Thomas
A clear study of the keys as they apply to us in today’s world. Suggested Price - $3.00.

Light in This Present Darkness, by Phil Enlow
From the series in MCM. Message for God’s Remnant in the earth regarding the present
hour of darkness. Suggested Price - $7.00.

Lying Signs and Wonders, by C. Parker Thomas

A collection of articles concerning the end of the age exposing much deception as well as
giving forth important truth needed by those who would be prepared for Christ’s soon return.
Suggested Price - $7.00.

The Midnight Cry, by C. Parker Thomas

Contains two articles that set forth the truths concerning the midnight cry: what is it? who
hears it? who makes it? what is its significance for us. A must for people who would under-
stand this ministry. Suggested Price - $1.00

Sex and Marriage in the Light of God’s Word, by C. Parker Thomas
From a series of articles covering a whole range of scriptural and practical truth designed
to help God’s people in this important area. Suggested Price - $7.00.

Sudden Death Overtime, by Phil Enlow

From the series published beginning in 2001. A look at our world and its prospects through
biblical “glasses” What can we learn from history? What lies in our future? Why is the world
like it is? Things every Christian should know. Suggested Price - $7.00.

The Sure Foundation, by C. Parker Thomas
A collection of four articles published in the early 1980’s on the important subject of the
foundation believers have in Christ. Suggested Price - $4.00.

Tongues: My Testimony, by C. Parker Thomas

Contains the article by the same name as well as an article entitled “Tongues Should be
Tested” by Gerald McGraw in which he recounts lessons learned from testing to discover the
spirit enabling someone to speak in tongues. Startling! Suggested price - $3.00

What About Genesis? by Phil Enlow

How should we understand the Genesis accounts of the creation and the flood? Can a
simple historical understanding of these accounts be defended in this age of scientific skepti-
cism? Does it matter? Suggested Price - $4.00.

Your Adversary, By C. Parker Thomas

Awhile back, while looking through some of our oldest issues of the MCM, we uncovered
this timely gem, published in about 1960! There is a simple directness and clarity in this
teaching that will help anyone who desires to walk with the Lord and overcome in this hour.
Suggested Price - $2.50.

Note: The prices listed above are suggested with the thought in mind of simply covering the
costs of printing and mailing these materials. It is not our intention to become “book-sellers,
selling books for profit. Our desire is to get out truth that can help set God's people free in this
critical hour. Please write to us at:

Midnight Cry Messenger
P.O. Box 685

Southern Pines, NC 28388 USA
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Truth About Ourselves

Continued from Page 7

degree of self-control in certain areas and
the one being judged is weak in those same
areas. Instinctively we look down on them
and feel proud that we are not like them.
How is that different from the Pharisee of
whom Jesus spoke, the one who bragged to
God that he was not like other men?

Gossip

One closely related manifestation of a
judgmental spirit is gossip. A gossip loves to
spread negative stuff about others and their
faults (real or merely perceived!). This is
often done under the guise of “concern” or
“we need to pray for them” but regardless of
how it is dressed up gossip is gossip and it is
nothing less than stinking self-righteouness
and pride. God hates it.

It is a fruit of one who has lost sight of
his own basic evil heart and need. You who
gossip are no better than the one you gossip
about — and maybe worse! Self-righteous-
ness is one of the worst forms of sin simply
because it masquerades as righteousness
when it is not.

Repent, and ask God for an honest heart
of compassion for others, one that never
forgets that you are as needy as they are.
The devil will provoke a self-righteous
judgmental gossiping spirit in you if you let
him but it greatly hinders the work of God,
particularly in YOU.

Sometimes the wisest and most loving
thing God can do for one of His children is
to let them really fail in some humiliating
way. It may not necessarily be something
that is public but it can still be a way of get-
ting our attention. If we humble ourselves
when that happens it becomes a reminder
of what we really are and why we need a
Savior. It better enables us to be the kind of
brother and sister in the Body of Christ that
God wants us to be.

Healthy Relationships Among Believers
Consider the wisdom of Paul’s words in
Gal. 6:1-3: “Brothers, if someone is caught
in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore
him gently. But watch yourself, or you also

COMING EVENTS

Annual Convention
June 24-27, 2015
Jacksonville, Florida

November Meeting
November 25-28, 2015
Southern Pines, North Carolina

may be tempted. Carry each other’s bur-
dens, and in this way you will fulfill the law
of Christ. If anyone thinks he is something
when he is nothing, he deceives himself”

Note what real spirituality looks like:
gentleness in the face of need, an awareness
of one’s own weakness, helping others with
their burdens, avoiding self-deception about
what we are.

Compassion Toward Sinners

But this same honesty about our true
condition and need should also be reflected
in how we see those still in sin who don’t
know Christ. The Pharisees despised sin-
ners; Jesus had compassion on them. In
Jesus’ presence they became aware of their
sinfulness, yet they felt, not condemnation
and rejection, but love and hope. What do
we project?

What do sinners we encounter or those
who may come in among us feel? Do they
feel unwelcome? Do they sense a “holier-
than-thou” attitude, one that looks down on
them because “they are not like us”? Are we
more concerned that they conform to our
outward standards than in bringing them as
they are to the foot of the cross and letting
God change them from the inside out? Are
we more like the Pharisees, or Jesus?

Many are afraid that an appearance of
accepting sinners “as they are” is the same
as condoning their sin. But somehow Jesus,
filled as he was with the Spirit of God,
managed to cause people to become aware
of their sin without feeling hopeless and con-
demned. He was enabled to love them and
open a door of hope without approving their
sin. It is self-righteous religion that doesn't
know how to do that. May God help us!

Humbling ourselves to “the truth about
ourselves,” far from being a negative,
unpleasant thing, is actually the gateway to
eternal joy! It opens a door of hope, not in
ourselves, but in God’s grace. It magnifies
that grace and truly makes it “amazing”!

It delivers us from a life of self-effort to be
acceptable to God. It gives us a message
of hope for others and a foundation for
encouraging fellow believers as we stand
beside — and not above — them.

A beautiful diamond is best displayed on a
black background. The amazing grace of God
is best seen against the blackness of the evil
of human nature. And if you are still alive in
this world that nature is still there trying to
have its way. Let that knowledge always drive
us to a life of thankful, humble, dependence
upon the grace of God. That “airplane” is the
only hope we have of “flying” and overcom-
ing the “gravity” of human nature. One day
we will be fully free — forever!

Forgiveness
by Steve Johnson

When bitterness bloomed
From evil done to me,
The same poisoned fruit
Grew strong on my tree.

An eye for an eye
A tooth for a tooth,
Even the devil can speak
That kind of truth.

Vengeance is tasty
It quickly beguiles,
Others are hurt
And many defiled.

Call forth the axeman
Hew this tree down,
Put an end to its fruit
And pull its roots from the ground.

Let forgiveness be planted
Let healing begin,
Love poured from the heart
Covers a multitude of sins.

Words from The Master
Were left here for me,
To love your enemy
Is to set yourself free.

Matthew 18:21-22

Then Peter came to him and
asked, “Lord, how often should I
forgive someone who sins against
me? Seven times?”

“No, not seven times, Jesus
replied, “but seventy times seven!”
(NLT)

Visit Midnight Cry Ministries
on the web:

www.midnightcry.org

TV Network Broadcast
— (30 Minutes Weekly) —
The NRB Network (DirecTV 378)

Sun. 6:30 AM Eastern
Mon. 3:30 AM Eastern

Faith World TV
Sun. 8:30 PM UK Time

Broadcasts

RADIO STATIONS
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KAAY 1090 AM Little Rock, AR~ 7:15AM
KXEG 1280 AM Phoenix, AZ 9:00 AM
WNVY 1090 AM  Pensacola, FL 7:00 AM
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9:30 PM
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WWVA 1170 AM  Wheeling, WV 9:30 PM

Short Wave Radio

WHRI ANGEL 1 - (Central & South America)
Mon.-Fri.: 0700 UTC-6.175 MHZ
Mon.-Fri.: 1600 UTC-21.600 MHZ
Mon.-Fri.: 2300 UTC-7.315 MHZ

WHRI ANGEL 2 - (Europe, Russia, Middle

East & Africa)

Tues.-Sat.: 0015 UTC-5.920 MHZ
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to http://www.whr.org/Program-Schedules.cfm,
scroll down to “Detailed Schedule Search,” enter
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“Start Search”
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JAX, EL - WJXX - Ch. 25 HD - Sun. 6:00 AM
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Salt Lake City, UT - KTMW TV-20
Thurs. 7:00 PM & Sat. 10:00 PM
San Francisco, Oakland, California
KBCW TV-44 - Sunday, 6:00 A.M.
Seattle, Washington
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