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Praise the Lord! It’s good to see everybody this morning. This is 
one of those occasions when I went to bed last night and had no idea 
what the service was going to be about this morning. And sometimes 
it works that way. Sometimes you have something ahead and the Lord 
gives you time to think it through, but the Lord has different plans, 
doesn’t He? He doesn’t have a formula by which we do things. And I’m 
glad, because we need to know that we’re dependent on Him.

But as I woke up this morning, I had some thoughts that came back 
to my mind and I’m just going to trust the Lord to help me to walk 
through a subject, because I was thinking about the glorious “order,” I 
guess is the word, in God’s kingdom.

What a contrast there is between God’s kingdom and the beauty and 
the order that there is in it, and this world. And then I was thinking of 
the fact that God desires that we taste of His blessing and His order 
while we’re here because, what exists in Heaven is not meant to just 
remain there. Jesus encouraged His disciples to pray, “Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” (KJV).

There are people out there who take that to mean that a special 
group is going to drive the Devil out of the world and turn this present 

world into the Kingdom of God. I don’t believe that’s what it’s talking 
about at all. But, it does have a reason for being there. God desires that 
we learn how to walk in His order, because it’s an order of blessing, of 
freedom, of joy, of everything that He has planned for us.

We know that in the beginning, God had a perfect order, didn’t He? 
There was a beautiful, perfect creation. He beheld it and He said all 
was good. He had angels, and, though they were servants, it had none 
of the connotations of this broken world. They were powerful, beauti-
ful beings who were entirely, perfectly suited for what they were given 
to do. And they were given responsibility and everything was exactly 
the way it should be, exactly the way the Master designed it to be.

But you remember how one of the angels, at least, rebelled against 
that order and decided that he wanted to, “be like the most High.” He 
didn’t want to take the place God designed for him. He wanted the 
ultimate place. And he wanted to lead a rebellion, thinking that his 
highest good was to be found by going his own way, doing his own 
thing, being independent. And he succeeded in leading a rebellion that 
resulted in him and his followers being cast out of Heaven.

But where it affects us is what happened in the beginning when we 
know that God created Adam. He invested him with the attributes of 
His own being. Adam was not just a created angel, he was created “…
in the image of God.” The attributes, the qualities of being that we find 
in God, our Heavenly Father, were invested in Adam. And truly they 
needed to grow, and all of that, but they were there.

And Adam was given a place of great honor. All the works of God’s 
hands were put in his hands. He said, “You’re in charge. I’m giving this 
to you to rule over and to enjoy.”

And, of course, we know that there came a point pretty early on 
when the Lord looked down and realized it wasn’t good for Adam to 

Lessons From a Streetcar
by Phil Enlow

I have many pleasant memories of growing up in Eastern Massachu-
setts, about 30 miles south of Boston. During my early school years my 
grandparents lived in Watertown, a suburb of Boston and I remember 
visiting them many times.

Their house was about one block from the main street through that 
part of town. Down the middle of that street ran one of the many 
streetcar lines in the greater Boston area. I remember several times 
riding the streetcar, often into Boston itself.

There have been many different styles of streetcars over the years 
but the ones I remember were somewhat like individual train cars with 
a place for a conductor in the front. Two characteristics stand out in 
my memory: they ran on tracks like a train; and they were powered by 
electricity. What a simple picture this is of the Christian life!

In the first place a streetcar is designed for its task. Its wheels fit the 
tracks. Its engine is designed to convert electricity into forward mo-
tion. So it is with the Christian life. One cannot live the Christian life 
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Editor’s Letter
Dear Saints,

Greetings once again in the wonderful 
name of Jesus! Don’t look now but we’re actu-
ally getting the October-November-Decem-
ber issue out before the end of December!

I’ve just come from a wonderful Sunday 
morning service where the Lord’s presence 
was very evident. Sister Jane Taylor was with 
us today and she shared updates both on 
her ministry in Kenya and in the U.S. and 
shared some very challenging and on-target 
thoughts.

It truly is a late hour and deception is 
everywhere. What many don’t realize is that 
spiritual deception is more and more God 
turning men over to strong delusion because 
they refuse to love the truth. 2 Thess. 2:10-
12. That is the world in which we are called 
to stand faithful. I’m glad the Lord is on the 
throne and has promised to be with us till the 
end of the age.

His promise and presence does not guar-
antee that we will have a smooth trouble-free 
path in the coming days. Quite the opposite. 
Jesus told us that we would have trouble in 
the world, but to take heart because he had 
overcome the world. John 16:33.

God uses trouble as one his tools to ac-
complish purposes far beyond this sense-
governed world. It is crucifying to our flesh to 
humble ourselves under his mighty hand but 
is it not that to which we have been called? 1 
Peter 5:6.

How easily do we pray, “Your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven,” without quite realizing the implica-
tions of those words to us personally. I’m glad 
that one day there will be a full realization of 
God’s kingdom, a new world which will know 
neither sin nor death. But God’s kingdom 
is here right now, hidden from the eyes of 
natural men. And anyone who has truly been 
born-again, made a new creation in Christ 
Jesus, is a part of it.

Jesus perfectly embodied that kingdom while 
he was on earth. People saw it in his deeds, and 
felt it in his words. The light that was in him 
truly shone in the darkness — but the darkness 
did not understand it. John 1:4-5.

Jesus was like that grain of wheat that is 
planted in the earth. It dies, but then brings 
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forth much fruit. We are called to follow in 
his steps. John 12:23-26. Our destiny does not 
lie in meeting the needs and desires of these 
natural bodies but in the new life God has so 
freely given us in Christ.

We are called to stand true in a dark hour 
and lay down our lives for his sake. That can 
take many forms but the underlying principle 
is the same. It is that which Paul expresses in 
2 Cor. 4:12 and also in Gal. 2:20.

We are called to seek God’s will and not our 
own and to express — by God’s grace — the 
kingdom of God. Some will see the light and 
come to it. But do not be dismayed by the 
course of this present world. It is destined for 
destruction. As God takes His hand off, man’s 
wickedness will become more and more ap-
parent. But never fear: God is in control. At 
the proper time everything will be put right.

Till next time may God’s rich blessings be 
yours.

Your brother in Christ, 
Phil Enlow

be alone. And so, He put him to sleep and be-
fore He was done, He brought Eve to Adam’s 
side. And they became one in God’s purpose 
and God’s plan. And it’s been all downhill — I 
mean — (congregational laughter) — no, not 
at all!

But one of the points we need to under-
stand is that Eve was not a mere afterthought. 
Nor was she some sort of subservient, lesser 
being. Rather, between the two, they shared 
the attributes of God. Adam had part of the 
image of God, the qualities that enabled him 
to lead, to love, to protect, to provide. All of 
those kinds of things were in him.

But other attributes of God’s nature and 
character, come straight from Him, were 
invested in Eve. And God’s plan was that 
she have the ability and capacity to love, to 
nurture. She was by no means a lesser being, 
a servant or anything of the sort that this 
world has turned ladies into. But she had an 
honored, awesome, perfect place for which 
she was perfectly designed.

And so, for a very brief period there — we 
don’t know how long — there was this perfect 
order. They existed in innocence at the time. 
They didn’t know what evil was. But then 
along came the deceiver. And the lie that he 
sold Eve was that she was missing out, that 
God was holding out on her, that He knew 
that if she only acquired some knowledge, 
that she could chart her own course and she 
wouldn’t be sort of like a “divine pet.” It was 
almost like he was implying that she was be-
ing held down and God was being basically 
selfish and restricting her, and holding her 
back from her destiny.

And she fell for the lie and persuaded her 

husband to join her and now it’s been all 
downhill since because of that rebellion. And 
so, the dominating characteristic of the hu-
man race, ever since, has been one of rebel-
lious, selfish independence. “I want what’s 
right for me and I’m going to do whatever I 
have to do to get it.” And so, we obviously live 
in a very broken world.

But I believe God is calling us out. I know 
you do, too. And He’s calling us out to 
become a part of His Kingdom! And it’s a 
Kingdom where those qualities that existed in 
the beginning exist in that Kingdom and He 
longs for us to share in that.

But we live in a culture today that is about 
as broken as it can be. And we have a culture 
in America today that is running as hard as 
it can away from God, thumbing its nose in 
God’s face, declaring that, “We’re not going 
to abide by any of your principles, any of your 
rules” — they see them as rules — “And, we’re 
going to cast away your cords and throw off 
your restrictions. We’re going to do what we 
want to do.”

And, we understand the real spirit behind 
it is that of Lucifer. He hates God! He hates 
everything that is right! He hates everything 
that would bring about a blessing to human 
beings. All he wants to do is use, abuse and 
destroy.

There was a movement that he used, and it 
happens, in this case, to be the Communist 
movement in this country, decades ago. And 
they made a long list of what they needed to 
do in order to take over our society. It would 
scare you if you went back and read that list, 
because, probably 90 to 95 percent of what 
they set out to accomplish, has been accom-
plished!

And one of the areas where they really 
sought to tear things down was family and 
morality. And who would have thought, a 
generation ago, we would be where we’re at 
today? Where God’s definition of marriage is 
gone. Now people are whatever gender they 
imagine themselves to be. Nothing is sacred 
anymore. And God help you if you dare to say 
anything about it!

But you know, we need to stand up and we 
need to say, with love and with grace, that 
God arranged, God designed the universe. He 
designed us to work a certain way, and if we 
go against the Manufacturer’s instructions, 
we do it to our hurt!

And so, it’s awfully easy for us, as often 
as we have heard many of these truths over 
the years, to go on and just suppose that 
everybody gets it. But I think there’s a time 
and a place where we need to reiterate God’s 
plan and purpose because it affects our lives, 
it affects our families! It affects the way we 
live! And we have young families growing up 
and they need to understand. We are being 
bombarded.
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We have young people growing up — we 
had several graduate. Congratulations to 
every one of you! But you’re going off into 
a world that hates God and you had better 
understand that. You better know that they 
have values that they have embraced that are 
absolutely anti-Christ, that will lead people 
straight to Hell while promising them liberty, 
promising them blessing and meaning in their 
lives. And the crazy thing, in this world, is 
that if the powers that be had their way, we 
would not believe in God at all.

And what they don’t get, and what they 
don’t understand is they are taking pride in 
the idea that, as I’ve said in the past, they are 
nothing more than accidental descendents of 
pond scum, having no meaning, no purpose, 
no significance, and no hope. And that’s what 
they want us all to embrace and believe is the 
hope of mankind.

It makes no sense at all! And here we have 
a God who loved us, Who made us in His 
image and Who’s done everything necessary 
to open a door of hope so that we can be part 
of His eternal Kingdom and be restored back 
to what He designed us to be in the begin-
ning! Well, Praise God! I want to enjoy those 
blessings here, don’t you? I believe His heart 
is that we do.

And so, I’m going to go ahead and turn 
to some familiar scripture and ask the Lord 
to bring out of it what He will. In Ephesians 
chapter 5…. And you know, we need to get 
back to what God’s principles are. And they’re 
not just principles, they’re laws of being. I’ve 
made this point before. God just doesn’t make 
up a bunch of rules. The principles by which 
His Kingdom operates, they come out of His 
being. They are just the way it is!

And it makes as much sense to go against 
them as it does to ignore and rebel against the 
law of gravity. You might decide that you want 
to fly, that it would be fun. But you will reap 
the consequences if you violate that law.

The problem is, with God’s character and 
God’s moral law is that the consequences of 
disobedience don’t appear right away. You 
don’t do something wrong and then go splat, 
right away, always. But I’ll tell you, they’re 
real! And there’s so much brokenness that 
God would redeem us from and help us with.

So anyway, well, let me backtrack a little 
bit from where I was going to start. I’m going 
to start where he says, in the middle of the 
chapter, part of verse 14, “Wake up, O sleeper, 
rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on 
you. Be very careful, then, how you live—not 
as unwise but as wise, making the most of 
every opportunity, because the days are evil. 
Therefore do not be foolish, but understand 
what the Lord’s will is.

“Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to 

debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. 
Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and 
spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your 
heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to 
God the Father for everything, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” (NIV).

That’s some good admonition, isn’t it? 
Praise God! You suppose there’d be some 
peace and joy in living according to such 
things? Absolutely, there’s freedom in that.

Then it says, “Submit to one another out 
of reverence for Christ.” Now submission is 
one of those things that human nature doesn’t 
like. It’s the very opposite of what we are, 
of the nature we were born with. We want 
our way. We don’t want to be beholden to 
anybody. No authority is going to tell us what 
to do! Isn’t that the spirit of the age, more and 
more and more?

We see it like a runaway freight train in 
our society today. But in God’s Kingdom, it’s 
entirely different than what we envision. We 
think of submission as a form of “losing my-
self.” I’m “losing” my freedom. I’m sacrificing 
what is good and best for me. I’m giving over 
my will to another. And in this world, that’s a 
dangerous thing, no question about it. Slavery 
is a terrible thing. But in the Kingdom of God, 
what we are submitting to is the Author of 
life! It’s the Author of love!

We are surrendering to be the recipients 
of His love, to enjoy the place for which He 
has designed us, for which we are perfectly 
fitted, in which our highest happiness exists. 
And as He brings us together, into assemblies, 
there is a spirit of submission. There is a spirit 
where I’m not a law unto myself. I’m not here 
to do my thing. I’m not here to assert my will 
against everybody else and refuse to — you 
know, that kind of a spirit.

God longs to begin to bring that under con-
trol and to help us, to teach us this principle 
of submission, not so that we will be frustrat-
ed and repressed and hurt and abused and all 
of that kind of thing, but so that we can be set 
free from those things that would hold us in 
captivity! Our nature will drive us to distrac-
tion and to destruction, ultimately, if we give 
into it and we will suppose that we are being 
free when all we’re doing is being enslaved.

Because if our passions, our earthly desires 
become the master, they will drive us right 
into Hell, if we let them. But God wants to set 
us free.

Well, part of that, part of coming back 
under His divine love and His Kingdom and 
its glorious order, is learning how to say, “No,” 
to the rebelliousness of self. And so, He calls 
upon us to walk together and there’s that 
sense of submitting one to another.

And, it’s not just a few up here and every-
body else just submits, like they’re bosses or 
something. This is to everybody. You remem-
ber, Peter said the same thing, didn’t he? He 
said, “…all of you be subject one to another.” 

(KJV). So, there is that sense of community 
and not this independent willfulness. God 
wants to begin to help us to govern that and 
to submit it and to lay our wills down. Even 
though we are in an imperfect state, there’s 
a principle at stake that is a lot more impor-
tant than the issues of the moment. And God 
longs to set His people free!

But now we get to one of the ladies’ favorite 
verses in the whole Bible! Verse 22, he begins 
to enumerate how some of this plays out. He 
says, “Wives, submit to your husbands as to 
the Lord.” (NIV). Well, I’ll tell you, the movers 
and shakers of our feminist-oriented society 
love this one. And to them, it sounds like slav-
ery and frankly, the way you look around the 
world, often it plays out that way, sadly. Lord, 
have mercy!

What must happen in the heart of God, to 
see the way women are abused and domi-
nated and misused and treated like slaves 
and treated like cattle in so many parts of the 
world? That’s not how He designed things. 
Oh, my God! But neither did He design femi-
nism that exalts this defiant, ‘I am woman,’ 
kind of spirit. I’m equal to a man. I’m this, I’m 
that. That’s not His Spirit either. All that leads 
to is trouble and conflict and everything that’s 
wrong.

But here’s a place where wives are so consti-
tuted, the attributes of God that exist in them 
find their greatest, most perfect expression in 
a place of submission, where they’re not the 
ones with their hands on the wheel and telling 
the man what to do and that kind of thing. 
It just works out that way. That’s how God 
designed those attributes to function.

And they are an awesome, beautiful, amaz-
ing thing, when you see a godly woman, who 
is in her rightful place, looking to God and 
trusting Him and exerting a Christ-like influ-
ence. You have no idea how valuable that is, 
how God is pleased with that, how it blesses 
His heart to see it. And you know, the world 
will paint that as everything but what God 
wants. But oh, it’s a place of blessing!

And he says, “For the husband is the head 
of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, 
his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as 
the church submits to Christ, so also wives 
should submit to their husbands in every-
thing.”

And I don’t think Paul had in mind that if 
your husband tells you to go rob a bank that 
you need to do that. That’s not the idea. But 
there is that sense that she is always looking 
to him when it comes to issues of leadership. 
There is a recognition that, in the providence 
of God, God has put him over her with a 
place of responsibility. And the minute she 
tries to take that, she’s getting out of her place 
and it’s going to be a lot of strife.

We’re in a very imperfect state. Yet, if there 
is a spirit in the heart of a godly woman, 
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“Lord, I want to please you, I know my hus-
band’s not perfect. But I believe the principle. 
I believe there’s a place of blessing that you 
have for me and I want to occupy that. Lord, 
show me how to have the right spirit, even 
when things are not ‘right.’ It’s more impor-
tant what you’re doing in my spirit than the 
issues of the moment.”

Oh, how we love to justify a wrong spirit 
because that’s not right, or he didn’t say it 
right, or he didn’t do it right. God’s interested 
in changing you and changing me. And we 
cannot change our spouse or anybody else 
in our circle. We cannot change them. Our 
responsibility, our place is to model Christ, 
to occupy the place under His rule, under His 
headship, under His leadership, that He has 
designed us for.

And the more we do that, the more free-
dom we’re going to have in our spirits, the 
less bondage we’re going to be living under, 
the less of a burden of the, ‘I’ve got to fix this’ 
kind of thing we’re going to be experiencing. 
But the life of Christ will flow through your 
heart and through your life in such a way that 
it will touch everybody in your circle of influ-
ence.

You read what God says about a virtuous 
woman in the end of Proverbs. It doesn’t 
sound like a slave or somebody who’s being 
abused, to me. It sounds like somebody who 
has a glorious sphere that God has carved out 
for her. And within that, she is even enterpris-
ing, she makes and sells stuff, she keeps her 
house. She turns a house into a home. The 
heart of her husband safely trusts in her.

There are all these wonderful, glorious vir-
tues. Does that sound like slavery and abuse 
to you? No! God designed her for that! I’ll tell 
you, when we are in the place for which God 
designed us, it’s a place of glorious blessing 
and joy and freedom! We don’t have to try to 
be something we’re not, or try to fix broken-
ness that’s not in our power to fix.

So anyway, this is a truth and we can’t 
escape it. I don’t want to escape it. I love to 
see a godly woman. And I’ll tell you, the heart 
of Jesus goes out to the ladies. You think 
about how He reached out when He was here. 
Society looked down on women, treated them 
as second class. Jesus didn’t. He honored 
them at every occasion. He reached out with 
a heart of love to lift them up and to cause 
them to understand how valuable they were, 
the worth that they had in God’s eyes. I’ll tell 
you, the real message of the Gospel elevates 
everyone who bows to it.

But there is an order! There is a way the 
universe works and the way His Kingdom 
works, that brings us to that place of bless-
ing. So anyway, there it is, ladies. Ask God for 
grace. I know there’s nobody here who has 

a perfect husband. My wife would certainly 
stand at the head of the line, for that one!

But that’s all right. All we can do is work 
from where we’re at and go forward. We can’t 
fix the past. We can’t do anything about that, 
but we can say, “God, here I am, but I yield to 
you, I want to be the person you made me to 
be.” That’s what it comes down to. What did 
you make me to be? Did you make me to be a 
feminist? No! (Especially not me! I was speak-
ing for you there!)

But listen to how this is balanced. Because 
the Devil would take those two verses and 
say, you are setting us up for a life of slavery 
and abuse. “Husbands, love your wives, just as 
Christ loved the church and gave himself up 
for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the 
washing with water through the word, and 
to present her to himself as a radiant church, 
without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, 
but holy and blameless. In this same way, hus-
bands ought to love their wives as their own 
bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.”

You talk about a high calling. You talk about 
something that flies in the face of human 
nature. Wow! All you can do is say, “Oh, God! 
I’m not like this. God, my nature is to be self-
ish. I would take this principle of the husband 
being the head of the home in a selfish way. I 
just want to do what I want. I want to make 
her serve me.”

That’s not the spirit in which Jesus came 
to rescue lost, helpless sinners. He didn’t 
come to be a king. He came to be a servant. 
He came to give Himself completely for the 
eternal welfare of a people. That’s the same 
spirit that He desires godly husbands to have 
for their wives, to create for them a place of 
safety.

And I don’t mean just physical safety, but 
I mean emotional safety, where they can be 
whole. They can know that they are valued 
and loved and cared about and provided for, 
and someone whose heart they can trust. I’ll 
tell you, we need God, don’t we, folks?

Every one of us needs God to be able to 
fulfill such roles. We don’t have this in our 
nature. It comes from Christ alone. We don’t 
know what love is until we meet Him.

We call it love, but most of the time, it’s 
lust, selfishness. Oh, God gives us that kind 
of a spirit and heart that He had toward His 
people. And I desire that in a greater way. I 
recognize that, just like everybody else, there’s 
so much in which I come short.

But guys, you’re the head of your home. 
But what kind of a head are you? Are you just 
selfish? Do you live for the welfare of your 
wife and your family? Do you look to God and 
say, “Oh, God, I’m not the top one here. You 
are. She may be in a position where she needs 
to look to me as head, but I’ve got a head, too. 
I’m not some tyrant.” God, take that spirit that 
would cause anybody to be a tyrant, an abuser 
in any form, take it out of our hearts and 

cause us to be the kind of godly people that 
He designed us to be in the beginning!

There is a place of blessing! The Kingdom 
of God exists in that kind of atmosphere! God 
is present! You know, it’s not enough just to 
come in here. And I thank God for His pres-
ence. Thank God for when He meets with us. 
But I’ll tell you, the devil understands that 
the family unit and the marriage relationship 
are the foundation of God’s world and God’s 
society. That’s why they hate it so much. That’s 
why they’re doing everything that’s possible to 
tear it down.

We have the opportunity, not just to have 
a place here within these walls, but to have 
a place in our homes where God is honored, 
where people can come in, they can sense 
the presence of God. They see it. It’s not just 
talked about. It’s not just a set of rules to live 
by, but we’re literally allowing the Lord to live 
in us and change us and help us to fulfil, each 
one, the godly role that He’s given to us.

We cannot do it except He live in us. But 
the other side, the flip side is we can do it 
because He’s in us to strengthen us to do it if 
we will. So we have opportunities every single 
day to say, “Lord, help me to be the kind of 
person, the kind of husband, the kind of wife 
that You want me to be.”

I’ll go ahead and read the rest of this. “After 
all, no one ever hated his own body, but he 
feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the 
church—for we are members of his body. For 
this reason a man will leave his father and 
mother and be united to his wife, and the two 
will become one flesh. This is a profound mys-
tery—but I am talking about Christ and the 
church. However, each one of you also must 
love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife 
must respect the husband.” (NIV).

So you see what’s going on. Paul is talking 
about two different things, and the one is the 
model for the other. We have a Lord who has 
died for all of us to bring us together, to bring 
us together as a congregation, as a people. 
And I’m talking here, but also wherever His 
people are. He has brought us together, and 
He has given everything for us.

And He exists, not just as a figurehead in 
Heaven. We’re not walking with a figurehead 
in Heaven or in a book. We’ve got a living 
Savior who is here. He’s among us. He dwells 
in His people, and He’s seeking with all of His 
energy to bring forth His nature in us and to 
recreate His kingdom upon earth.

To the extent we cooperate with Him, we 
enjoy the benefits of His kingdom now. Thank 
God for what will come. We don’t have to 
wait, though. We don’t have to live here in 
frustration and misery. We can enjoy His 
presence now, if we will.

So, on the one hand, it’s this glorious mys-
tery of Christ in the church, but that is the 
model for the husband and the wife. Praise 
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God! I’ll tell you, do you see God as a mean 
judge, rule maker, repressing us, trying to 
make us live in ways we don’t want to, do 
things we don’t want to do, an abuser?

Oh, my God! There is no greater love than 
we have experienced from Him. And to 
submit to that love, to surrender to it, to have 
the kind of a spirit that a wife in this passage 
is meant to have for her husband, this applies 
to every one of us. To have that kind of thing 
is to submit to love itself and to be set free. 
Praise God!

But let’s ask God to help us model that. 
We’ve got young couples that probably have 
been married since some of this stuff has been 
preached openly. I pray God will just bless 
you, that He’ll help you with all the issues, be-
cause there are plenty of issues. We’re human 
beings. We’ve still got this nature to deal with.

There are going to be times when we’re 
going to bump heads. But may God give us 
that spirit to remember, “Who am I? I’m His 
child. What is He trying to accomplish in me? 
How do I get there? Lord, give me a spirit to 
humble myself and to submit.”

I’ll tell you, the husband does a lot of sub-
mitting too, not just submitting to his wife’s 
opinion, though he ought to value it and 
ought to listen and consider it. But I mean 
it is a humbling, it’s a giving of his whole life 
for her and for the family. There’s a pretty 
big submission in that. He just doesn’t use 
them for his own enjoyment. They’re not his 
servants so he can live his life and do what he 
pleases. He’s to have the same heart toward 
them as Christ has towards us. That’s the 
model. Praise God!

That’s an awesome model, isn’t it? Praise 
the Lord! But obviously, it doesn’t stop with 
them, does it? It gets into children. “Chil-
dren, obey your parents in the Lord, for this 
is right.” Now, let me point out that it doesn’t 
say children, obey your parents in the Lord, 
for ‘they’ are always right!

Thought I better throw that in, because we 
are very, very good, especially at a young age, 
of justifying self-will and rebellion, because 
the one who is in the position of authority 
is less than perfect. But God, once again, is 
more interested in our character than He is in 
every little issue that comes along. And it is 
right for someone to have a heart that is will-
ing to submit and surrender.

I’ll tell you, young people, in this world if 
you hang around the people of the world all 
you will learn is rebellion. If you drink in their 
values, that’s all you’ll be is a rebel, and you 
will justify it! And of course, most of us can 
remember being teenagers. It was a while ago, 
but I can still remember.

And of course, we all know that teenagers 
are the smartest people in the world. They 

know everything. And especially, are they 
aware of how dumb everybody is that’s older 
than they are and trying to tell them that 
it’s not like they think it is. And of course, if 
they’re wise at all, they reach a point where 
they realize that their parents have learned 
an awful lot in the last while. They’re a lot 
smarter than they thought they were. But 
that’s human nature, folks.

But I’ll tell you, God has a place for you in 
His kingdom. And if you’re a little child, right 
now, your place is to learn from Him. Your 
place is to humble yourself and submit. Your 
place is not to say, “I’ll submit if they’re right.” 
What you really mean is, if they agree with 
your rebellion.

But have a humble spirit and look to God 
and say, “Lord, I want to be the kind of person 
You want me to be. Help me at this stage of 
my life to walk in Your ways, because You 
are preparing me to be to be an adult who 
can continue to model Your nature and Your 
Spirit in the world. One day, I’m going to have 
a family. One day, I’m going to have a kid just 
like me.”

Pay back!
But seriously, you see where I’m coming 

from. You see it from the Lord’s point of view. 
Oh, we make such big issues out of such little 
passing things, and God is trying to build 
character. And the way He does it in His 
kingdom is when you’re young, you exist in 
this unit called the family with a loving father 
and a mother.

I understand that the world is broken. I get 
that it’s not always like that, but God can still 
work in you. If you will look past the imper-
fections of those around you and honor the 
God whom you claim to serve, God will fight 
your battles. God will build character in you, 
and you will be the kind of person that maybe 
your parents aren’t. Don’t ever use that as an 
excuse.

God wants to build something in you that’s 
real, that’s eternal. “Honor you father and 
mother….” I know they don’t always deserve 
it. None of us deserves God’s favor and 
blessing. But, “Honor your father and moth-
er—which is the first commandment with a 
promise…” It goes back to the Ten Command-
ments. Why? “…That it may go well with you 
and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.” 
There’s a blessing that goes with honoring 
your father and your mother.

“Fathers, do not exasperate your children.” 
That’s what’s in the NIV which is a good way 
to translate that. There are ways that fathers 
can lead and rule over their children that 
actually “frustrate” them, is another word. 
How does our Heavenly Father treat us? Does 
He demand things of us that we can’t do? 
Oh, how patient, how loving, how kind He is. 
When we mess up, His love doesn’t change.

And that’s the model that God is seeking 
to reproduce within the home! It’s that we 

should have the same spirit towards our chil-
dren that God has toward us! There are times 
when discipline is needed, but discipline is 
never to be meted out in anger and personal 
frustration! It’s not that they are bothering 
you and messing with you, it’s that there is a 
spirit that is trying to take over their lives and 
their minds, and it needs to be corrected.

You know, I have memories of when I was a 
youngster, but I appreciate one memory that I 
have, and I guess I have it because it occurred 
a number of times. You know, when my par-
ents would discipline me, I don’t ever remem-
ber my parents disciplining me in anger. I’m 
thankful for that. I praise God for that.

But I do remember them sitting down and 
saying, “I really don’t want to have to do this, 
but I’m doing this because I love you, and it’s 
necessary.” That was the sentiment that was 
carried out, and you know, that kind of sticks. 
You don’t like it at the time much. That’s what 
Hebrews 12 says. We don’t always appreci-
ate it at the time, but it produces a harvest 
of good fruit in people that are exercised 
thereby.

God, help us in this area. I’ll tell you, if 
you’ve got a Christian home, you have got 
an awesome responsibility, but you’ve got an 
awesome privilege to help bring the Kingdom 
of God to this world and to have one little 
place, at least, where Jesus rules, where His 
Spirit is the dominating atmosphere in which 
our kids are raised. So, “… do not exasperate 
your children; instead, bring them up in the 
training and instruction of the Lord.”

And I think I’ve mentioned this before. 
Some of you, particularly among the home 
school crowd, remember a book that was 
circulated a quite a while ago. I think it was, 
“The Curse of the Standard Bearer.” Some of 
you remember that one? And it was a very 
insightful book. And basically, what it had to 
do with was your style of raising a child.

Basically, is your home run by rules? Be-
cause if it is, then we’re just legalists. Does 
God’s Kingdom run by rules? I mean, yes, 
there are admonitions. There are principles 
and all, but is it fundamentally just rule 
based? Hey, you broke my rule. Whack! Here’s 
our standard for this. Here’s our standard for 
that.

And, the author made a very strong case for 
how destructive that is, and how many kids 
just want to grow up and get out from under 
the rules. But the alternative that was present-
ed was we need to not be standard bearers 
but image bearers. So that’s not simply a mat-
ter of laying down rules, but it is demonstrat-
ing the Spirit of Christ in what we do so that 
they have something to model. We become 
models for our children instead of just simply 
law givers.

And I’ll tell you, that’s a sobering ques-
tion to ask ourselves as to what degree do 
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our children see in us what we profess? It got 
quiet, didn’t it? But isn’t that how it’s sup-
posed to be? Isn’t that what God’s plan is, that 
we should not only look in here and find out 
what rules to live by and then just enforce 
them, but rather, we need to have a relation-
ship with Christ that our children can see? 
My parents just don’t tell me what to do, they 
live in a way that I want to be like them.

There’s not a formula that guarantees all 
the results. But I’ll tell you what, it opens up 
a door for God to work in hearts. You know, 
there’s a point in time when all we can do 
is just say, “God, help me to be the kind of 
person I want to be,” and then, just pray. How 
many of you have been in situations where 
your kids reach a certain point and all you 
can do is put them in God’s hands? And every 
time you try to do something, what does the 
Lord say? “Take your hands off.” There’s a 
place for that.

But I’ll tell you, we have a Heavenly Father 
who watches over His own. But do you see 
the principles that are in operation here? God 
is wanting to build little replicas, if you will, of 
His Kingdom, little outposts of His Kingdom 
in each of our homes so that the generations 
that follow do not have hand-me-down reli-
gion, or “I’m out of here.”

That’s about the two options if you don’t 
have what God wants. You’re going to have a 
decline. You’re going to have a moving away 
from life and truth, or you’re going to have 
people that just rebel against it and say, “I 
don’t want what they have. They’re hypo-
crites. I don’t want to be one.”

All the imperfections that I can see in 
myself, I just look to the Lord. But I want for 
me, I want for His people, and I believe this 
is God’s heart…. He brought this to me when 
I woke up this morning. I wasn’t looking for 
anything, so that’s usually a good sign, when 
thoughts just start coming unbidden, and 
they’re peaceable.

This is on God’s heart. He cares about 
your home. He cares about the relationships 
in your life. He cares about making you the 
kind of a person who can be at home in His 
Kingdom. I’ll tell you, your highest peace, joy, 
love, welfare is to be found in submission to 
His place and His will.

I don’t care if you’re a small child, God has 
a place for you in His Kingdom. He thought 
about you before He ever created the first star. 
He planned for you to have a place of love 
and joy and significance and all the things 
that atheism cannot possibly promise. He 
designed you for that. You’re unique. Nobody 
else is like you.

You’re important to Him. He died for you. 
He did all that it takes to make you the kind 
of a person that could enjoy a special place 

apart from a divine miracle, the miracle of the 
new birth. We need a new heart, a new spirit, 
a new life. God alone can produce that in a 
prepared and willing heart.

At best, without the new birth, there will be 
a mere imitation. As Paul wrote in Rom. 8:8-
9, “Those controlled by the sinful nature can-
not please God. You, however, are controlled 
not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if 
the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone 
does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not 
belong to Christ.” Paul also wrote in 1 Cor. 
15:50, “… flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God….”

Mere religion, even if it uses the name of 
Christ, relies upon human nature for its “en-
gine.” The Christian life is far more than a set 
of beliefs and a lifestyle; it is a literal expres-
sion of divine life through human vessels. 
Anything short of that is worthless.

Men judge far too much by external things, 
what they can see with natural eyes. God 
looks at the heart. 1 Samuel 16:7.

But salvation is more than the new birth. 
Far too many seem to think of it as people 
“getting saved,” then becoming active in a 
church and going to heaven when they die.

But the new birth is merely a beginning 
even as it is with the natural birth. And a 
streetcar is not made to sit there and look 
pretty until it winds up in a museum some-
day! It has a purpose beyond simply being 
manufactured.

Heb. 12:1 exhorts us to “… run with perse-

verance the race marked out for us.” In 2 Tim. 
4:7 Paul writes, “I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” He 
also writes in Phil. 3:14, “I press on toward the 
goal to win the prize for which God has called 
me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” There is a 
race; it is marked out for us; there is a goal.

Paul expresses part of this purpose in Gal. 
2:20 – “I have been crucified with Christ and I 
no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life 
I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” 
The basic question is: which life is in charge? 
Which life is expressed during this earthly 
race?

Jesus set the example during his earthly 
ministry. In John 14:10 he said, “… it is the 
Father, living in me, who is doing his work.” In 
John 5:30 he said, “By myself I can do noth-
ing.” During his earthly ministry Jesus had a 
purpose, a “track” to run on. So did Paul. So 
do all born of God. Each one is unique, per-
sonal, yet each life is a race “marked out.”

So it is with the streetcar. It does not just 
go wherever it wants to go. There is a track. 
There is a destination. There is a purpose in 
the journey. God wants us to seek Him to dis-
cover His purpose for us as individuals. You 
may not be a “Paul” but we each have our own 
place in God’s plan.

In Phil 3:14, Paul mentions a “goal.” One 
clear expression of that goal is in Rom. 8:29 – 
“For those God foreknew he also predestined 
to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, 
that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers.”

in His Kingdom, where you will have all the 
significance and the joy and the peace. You 
won’t be jealous of anybody. All of that will be 
gone out of our nature. There will just be the 
total freedom to be everything that God made 
us to be.

But doesn’t He want us to begin to model 
that now in our lives, our relationships and 
our homes? Yes, I know they’re broken. I 
know you may have an unsaved husband. You 
may be single. You may not have a husband or 
a wife. But every one of us has a place in His 
Kingdom, and everyone matters. You matter 
to Him. He died for you.

And He can help us right where we’re at 
to be such models of Christ that people say, 
“I want what they have.” I don’t want to just 
come and sing the happy songs and do all 
those kinds of things and then not really live 
it out there. Does that make sense? Is that 
what the Lord wants? Praise God!

I’m so glad that we can look to Him, be-
cause I can’t do any of this. But that’s what 
salvation is about. It’s not about God giving us 
rules to live by and saying, “Hey, if you’ll just 
go this way instead of that way, everything 
will be right.” No, I need a brand-new engine.

Continued on Page 7

That’s what God provides through salva-
tion. He provided me a Savior. He comes in to 
live. We read the beginning there about wak-
ing up and being filled with His Spirit. You see 
how that’s the key to everything that follows? 
It’s His life on the inside.

But He wants that to find expression in the 
practical areas of our lives, and as He does, 
He’s going to create these little enclaves of 
divine presence and blessing. There’ll be 
people who come into our homes, and they’ll 
feel something. They’ll say, “What is different? 
It’s peaceable here. I just feel something good 
here.”

I want them to feel it when they come in 
here, but I want them to feel when they come 
in to our homes and say, “This is a place 
where God lives. I want what you have.”

Folks, as the darkness grows, the light is 
going to become more and more significant. 
God’s going to use it. Basically, it’s no more 
than us being the people God designed us for, 
and just living for Him within our sphere of 
life. And I’ll tell you, God will get the glory. 
Praise God! Let His Kingdom come. Let His 
will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Praise 
the Lord!
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Delivered From Demons, by C. Parker Thomas
The story of a young girl’s deliverance from demon possession and also a collection of a number of other 

articles relating to Satan’s kingdom and activity, specially as it relates to the end of this present age. Suggested 
Price - $6.50.
Does God Speak To You? by C. Parker Thomas
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how can we learn to recognize His voice and respond? Suggested Price - $3.50.
Examine Yourselves, By Phil Enlow
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The Gospel, By Phil Enlow

What is the gospel? Everyone thinks they know--but do they? In this day of watered-down “easy-believism” it 
is critical to know what real salvation is. What was the gospel that Paul preached? Suggested Price - $3.00
How Do You Know You Are Right? By Phil Enlow

A spiritual challenge. A study of spiritual knowledge and how it is acquired. This is an area of critical impor-
tance in this hour of spiritual darkness and deception. We cannot afford to blindly rest in tradition. Suggested 
Price - $4.00
Immortality, By Phil Enlow

What does the Bible teach about immortality, the future of unbelievers, the future of God’s people? From the 
eight-part series in the MCM. Suggested Price - $5.00.
The Keys of the Kingdom, by C. Parker Thomas

A clear study of the keys as they apply to us in today’s world. Suggested Price - $3.00.
Light in This Present Darkness, by Phil Enlow

From the series in MCM. Message for God’s Remnant in the earth regarding the present hour of darkness. 
Suggested Price - $7.00.
Lying Signs and Wonders, by C. Parker Thomas

A collection of articles concerning the end of the age exposing much deception as well as giving forth impor-
tant truth needed by those who would be prepared for Christ’s soon return. Suggested Price - $7.00.
The Midnight Cry, by C. Parker Thomas

Contains two articles that set forth the truths concerning the midnight cry: what is it? who hears it? who 
makes it? what is its significance for us. A must for people who would understand this ministry. Suggested Price 
- $1.00
Sex and Marriage in the Light of God’s Word, by C. Parker Thomas

From a series of articles covering a whole range of scriptural and practical truth designed to help God’s people 
in this important area. Suggested Price - $7.00.
Sudden Death Overtime, by Phil Enlow

From the series published beginning in 2001. A look at our world and its prospects through biblical “glasses.” 
What can we learn from history? What lies in our future? Why is the world like it is? Things every Christian 
should know. Suggested Price - $7.00.
The Sure Foundation, by C. Parker Thomas

A collection of four articles published in the early 1980’s on the important subject of the foundation believers 
have in Christ.  Suggested Price - $4.00.
Tongues: My Testimony, by C. Parker Thomas

Contains the article by the same name as well as an article entitled “Tongues Should be Tested” by Gerald 
McGraw in which he recounts lessons learned from testing to discover the spirit enabling someone to speak in 
tongues. Startling! Suggested price - $3.00
What About Genesis? by Phil Enlow

How should we understand the Genesis accounts of the creation and the flood? Can a simple historical 
understanding of these accounts be defended in this age of scientific skepticism? Does it matter? Suggested Price 
- $4.00.
What Does Deception Look Like? by Phil Enlow

Recognizing spiritual deception at the end of the age. What are its characteristics? Satan is waging all-out war 
and his chief weapon is the lie. As never before believers need to be grounded in bedrock truth. Suggested Price 
- $9.95.
Your Adversary, By C. Parker Thomas

Awhile back, while looking through some of our oldest issues of the MCM, we uncovered this timely gem, 
published in about 1960! There is a simple directness and clarity in this teaching that will help anyone who de-
sires to walk with the Lord and overcome in this hour. Suggested Price - $2.50.

Note: The prices listed above are suggested with the thought in mind of simply covering the costs of printing and 
mailing these materials. It is not our intention to become “book-sellers,” selling books for profit. Our desire is to get 
out truth that can help set God’s people free in this critical hour. Please write to us at:

Midnight Cry Messenger 
P.O. Box 685 

Southern Pines, NC 28388 USA
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Apart from the new birth we are hopelessly 
unlike him. The new birth equips us to begin 
the journey that results in our being like him. 
1 John 3:2-3 says, “Dear friends, now we are 
children of God, and what we will be has not 
yet been made known. But we know that 
when he appears, we shall be like him, for 
we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has 
this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is 
pure.”

And so a streetcar is manufactured to fulfill 
a specific purpose; it is equipped in every way 
for that purpose; and a track is laid that will 
take it to the goal. One thing remains: how 
can that be accomplished? Where does the 
power come from?

Paul addresses the Galatian believers on 
this very question in Gal. 3:3 – “Are you so 
foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are 
you now trying to attain your goal by hu-
man effort?” So many are trying with human 
energy to conform to a religious standard of 
some kind when God’s plan is that we live by 
Christ’s life, that Christ live in and through us.

Think of the streetcar again. It is manufac-
tured and designed to do its job. How does it 
make progress down the track that is laid out 
for it? Does it simply “try harder”? Does the 
conductor get out and push? Of course not! 
All the power it needs flows through wires 
overhead. All that is needed is to raise a metal 
arm and maintain contact with that power.

That is where we so often fall short. Even 
if we live with a consciousness of the “race” 
and the “goal,” we fail to fully realize just how 
dependent we are on power from above. Our 
failures lead us to “try harder” instead of step-
ping back and reaching up in faith to the only 
power that will move us forward.

The streetcars I remember did not run 
on battery power. Many Christians try the 
equivalent of that. They suppose that they 
can fill up with enough power on Sunday to 
get them through the week. We sing the old 
hymn, “Moment by Moment,” without fully 
appreciating quite what it means.

Progress in the Christian life does not come 
from re-charging our “spiritual batteries.” 
That approach typically results in our living 
our daily lives in our own strength. We won-
der why we make so little progress. We are 
designed to need a continual supply of power 
from above, even as the streetcar. As C.S. 
Lewis wrote, “Relying on God has to begin 
all over again every day as if nothing had yet 
been done.”

That truth is both humbling and freeing. 
We can no more truly live the Christian life 
with human energy that we could bring about 
the new birth by ourselves. Everything about 
salvation is a miracle from heaven. We par-
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Matthew 24:14 — “And this gospel of 
the kingdom will be preached in the 

whole world as a testimony to all na-
tions, and then the end will come.”
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Greetings and warm hugs in the Name 
and Spirit of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus the 
Christ. He loves you so much that He would 
gladly greet you with a big warm hug! Con-
sider that for a moment.

Those who have a close relationship with 
Him can believe it. Those who have trouble 
believing that their sins are really forgiven 
may not believe Christ could lift them up and 
hug them. But He longs to do that very thing.

He wants us to spend time with Him in 
prayer and talking with Him, really believing, 
He is right here with us! Faith sees Him but 
not with these eyes, but the eyes of faith. He 
wants us to live for Him (instead of for us). 
For He gave his life for us and now it’s time 
for us to give up our lives for Him, not in the 
death of the cross but in the daily death of 
dying to self and what we want and to live for 
Him and what He would have us to do, mov-
ing, working, and having our being in Him.

This word is for me first and then for my 
brethren (including all our beloved “sistren”!) 
If we can begin to do that, we will experience 
joy unspeakable and, yes, full of glory to God 
who is worthy! Amen!

God gave gifts unto men (women and chil-
dren included). Let us use our gifts to glorify 
our God and our Lord. Whatever our gift is, 
there is a way to give glory to God with it. 
With some gifts, such as preaching, teaching, 
music, praying, it is more easily understood 
how to glorify God but some other gifts such 
as reaching out to others, writing, show-
ing compassion, raising children, using your 

hands, etc., you only need to be a little more 
creative.

I know that living for Christ is difficult be-
cause Satan’s host is on every hand, bringing 
subtle distractions, always tempting us with 
various lusts of the flesh, whispering distract-
ing thoughts in our minds. It is so imperative 
that we stop often and examine our thoughts 
and determine the origins of them. Satan 
does not want us to be successful in living for 
Christ.

If we are being led of Christ, it is much 
harder for the enemy to prevail. Why? Be-
cause we are “in the way.” In other words, we 
are on Christ’s mission and there are angels 
(God’s) looking out for us and assisting us 
and, yes, as was mentioned recently, hedging 
us as we go.

“If God be for us, who can be against us! If 
we are living for Him, Satan will want to hin-
der us, but our helper is always there to help 
us to overcome. Who is our helper? Jesus!

Sometimes it is Jesus in our brother or 
there have been times that Jesus used a neigh-
bor or stranger to help me when a brother 
was not available. He has ways to overcome 
we know not of. Well — God is there to help 
him (and us).

Let us love God (and Jesus) and eschew 
evil. Let us set our sails on the seas of life to 
catch the winds Jesus sends to guide us to 
our pre-destination! Praise God! He is always 
worthy!

Your servant, brother, and friend,
Jim Petry

To the Body of Christ and readers of MCM,

ticipate by faith.
Paul encouraged Timothy in 1 Tim. 6:12, 

“Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of 
the eternal life to which you were called when 
you made your good confession in the pres-
ence of many witnesses.”

The life itself is there, fully provided 
through the death and resurrection of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. But we are called to “take 
hold” of it. That involves a conscious reaching 
out in our hearts and spirits in the realiza-
tion that we cannot live the Christian life any 
other way than through God’s enabling power.

2 Peter 1:2-4 exhorts us, “Grace and peace 
be yours in abundance through the knowl-
edge of God and of Jesus our Lord. His divine 
power has given us everything we need for life 

and godliness through our knowledge of him 
who called us by his own glory and goodness. 
Through these he has given us his very great 
and precious promises, so that through them 
you may participate in the divine nature and 
escape the corruption in the world caused by 
evil desires.”

I can still picture those old streetcars stop-
ping at the station, picking up and drop-
ping off passengers, then moving down the 
track towards their destination, all the while 
maintaining constant contact with the power 
line overhead. May we learn the simple lesson 
pictured by the old streetcar!

Lessons From a Streetcar
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